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WELCOME IMPROVEMENTS in the conditions relating 
to the control of building are included in this week’s 
news. Mr. C. W. Key, Minister of Works, has made 
an Order providing that a sum of not more than 
£100 may now be spent on any one property in the 
12 months commencing July 1 next; Mr. G. R. 
Strauss, Minister of Supply, has announced that the 
ban has now been lifted on factory building, subject 
to certain priorities; and Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
Minister of Health, has stated that applications for 
rebuilding war-destroyed houses up to a limit of 
£5,000 may now be considered. 751 and 


Tue R.I.B.A. war memorial was unveiled by the 
President, Sir Lancelot Keay, on June 22. 


THE RESULT of the R1I.B.A, Council Elections is 
given on page 


RESTORATION WORK being carried out at Lambeth 
Palace has advanced to a satisfactory stage in time 
for the Lambeth Conference which begins on July 1. 


THE TRAFFIC with its accompanying noise and the 
danger of Westminster Abbey being surrounded by 
upy bene are two matters raised by the Dean 
of Westminster, the Very Rev. Alan C. Don, in an 
address to the London iety. 


A CENTRAL POLICY of control for national parks has 
been advocated by Mr. Hugh Molson, M.P. 


HousInG in rural areas, the practice of the Leeds 
Corporation and _ three-dimensional aspects of 
housing layout were among the matters discussed at 
the later sessions of the R.I.B.A. conference on 
“ The Layout of Housing Estates.” 


Mr. C. E: Carter and Mr. Harry Weaver have 
given two interesting points of view with regard to 
organisation of the building industry. 


On the subject of licences for building work the 
Ministry of Works has issued statements dealing 
with the treatment of certain prcfessional fees and 
the licensing of increased costs. 


RESULTS of the bonus payments scheme started by 
the direct-labour department of the Bournville 
Village Trust have been reviewed by Mr. F. R. 
Barlow, the secretary and manager at the Estate 
Office, Bournville. 


A JOINT STATEMENT as to the procedure when, after 
July 5 next, under the new inclusive National 
Insurance Scheme, the Workmen’s Compensation 
Acts are replaced by the Industrial Injuries Act, has 
been issued by leading insurance offices. 


A RECENT IMPORTANT DECISION of a King’s Bench 
Divisional Court regarding contractors’ site offices 
1s reviewed by Mr. James S. Clarke, barrister-at- 


law, 
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ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 


HE need for competent literary criticism of current 
T architecture has often been urged, particularly 
by architects, who see in it a means of putting an end 
to bad work. Why, it is asked, should architecture, 
alone among the arts, be exempt from criticism? 
Painting, sculpture, music, literature, the theatre, the 
cinema—all are pirqpeary’ Bree yay to it, which is 
good for their health and helpful in the guidance and 
education of public taste. At first sight the inconsis- 


tency seems indefensible. Architecture is the art 


closest of all to human life and therefore, it would 
seem, is the one to which criticism could be most 
profitably applied. Perhaps so, but there are difficul- 
ties which, in our view, make it impracticable. 

First of all it is necessary to draw a distinction 
between architecture and the other arts and activities 
which are commonly the subject of criticism. These 
latter depend for their existence, to a large extent, 
upon Press publicity, and it is the common practice 
to invite comment. In other words, artists, writers, 
musicians, theatrical and film producers and their 
agents have something to sell, and while they do not 
necessarily desire criticism (they probably e it as 
much as most people except when it is favourable), 
they are willing to risk it in order to get their work or 
productions known to the public. 

The architect, on the other hand, when he has com- 
pleted a building has nothing to sell, and is by no 
means dependent upon Press g oaaigr md for his liveli- 
hood. The building owner, , does not generally 
wish to sell his building, which has been erected 

robably to suit the particular needs of his business. 

e building is a private matter between himself and 
his architect and criticism of it is not invited. The 
first point, therefore, and a very important one, is that 
there is no tradition of criticism. Why? 

This question of architectural criticism is an old 
one. Nearly half a century ago one of the architec- 
tural magazines began the ice of criticising 
buildings which, in the view of its ¢ditors, failed to 
reach a reasonable standard of architecture. The im- 
mediate result was indignant protests from the archi- 
tects concerned, sometimes accompanied by threats 
of legal proceedings failing publication of a cage 
apology. Criticism stopped abruptly. The late Sir 
Charles Reilly, a courageous critic if ever there was 
one, made a practice, some years ago, of criticising 
current local architecture in the columns of the Lan- 
cashire daily newspapers, and it is no secret that his 
articles caused so much trouble for the proprietors 
that they had to stop. The second point, therefore, is 
that architects and building owners resent criticism 
when it refers to their own buildings. 

It is apparent that architects are inconsistent in 
asking for criticism in principle and resenting it in 
practice when it is directed against their own works, 
but this is — to say that hick are human. ° As prac- 
tical artists they have a high degree of sensitivity. 
Objective criticism is in their blood; it is an important 
element in their training. There is nothing an archi- 
tect enjoys more than a good “ crit ” of another man’s 
pgp will a its ptr so with unerring in- 
ight point out i —not in any spirit 
of vindictiveness but out of sheer enthusiasm f 
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finding of the perfect soluticn of a given problem. And 
what an —— is afforded for the exercise of 
one’s wit! We em | as typical, the naughty remark 
of a distinguished architect who was invited to com- 
ment upon a certain competition design: ““ Not so bad, 
but the crush hall would be too small to accommo- 
date all those who had fainted on the narrow stairs.” 

What purpose is architectural criticism in the tech- 
nical Press intended to serve? No satisfactory answer 
has ever been given to this question, Presumably 
architects who read their professional Press are men 
who know their job and are quite able to assess the 
architectural quality of a building without the help 
of a critical article. Is it, then, intended for the 
layman? If so, it is wasted because laymen, except 
in negligible numbers, do not read the technical 
Press. We are forced to the conclusion that criticism 
is intended to educate the public, and therefore, if it is 
to be of any use, it must appear in the popular Press. 
The popular Press will retort that most of their 
readers do not understand, and are not interested in, 
architecture as an art, and those few who may be do 
not want technical criticisms of modern buildings. 
Newspaper proprietors, generally speaking, are ready 
and willing to risk litigation in the public interest 
when that interest is made clear to them; but they are 
not prepared to fight libel actions on differences of 
opinion about architecture. 

It has been suggested that the architect when he 
asks for criticism of current architecture means criti- 
cism of the other man’s work, not of his own, and 
there is more than a grain of truth in this if common 


experience is any guide. A journalist recalls discuss- ° 


ing with a distinguished architect, now dead, who 
shall be known as X, the publication of one of his 
recently completed works. “ Why don’t you criticise 
current work?” said X. “It is not our practice,” the 
journalist replied, “ but would you mind if we began 
with this building of yours?” X was not amused. 
“You are not, I hope, suggesting,” he said 
severely, “ that my work is open to criticism?” 
Fault-finding criticism of elevations, while it can of 
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course be a source of instruction to the ignorant and, 
possibly, of entertainment value to all except the un- 
fortunate architect and building ownemconcerned, can 
be very dangerous. It may, in fact, be interpreted as 
a warning to would-be clients to avoid a particular 
architect, and here the critical may well become the 


It has been well said that architecture is an “ art in 
chains.” The architect, never a free agent, is much 
more restricted by physical conditions than any other 
artist in the practice of his art. Therefore, if criticism 
is to be of any value as well as fair to the architect, 
the critic must know all the conditions that affected 
the architect in the preparation of his design—for 
example, the client’s requirements, cost, site prob- 
lems, rights of adjoining owners, available materials, 
and so forth; and the building must be studied not 
merely in elevation but in plan and section and in 
construction, and all difficulties allowed for. In other 
words, it must be judged as an entity created under 
exacting conditions, and criticism must be free of 
personal prejudice. How often are all these require- 
ments likely to be fulfilled? 

A fault in a book can be corrected in a later edi- 
tion; a bad painting or piece of sculpture can be de- 
stroyed; bad music need not be performed; stage 
plays can be altered and films cut to meet acceptable 
criticism; but a building, once it is up, must stand, 
whatever its imperfections, perhaps for hundreds of 
years. Criticism, no matter how sound, must come 
too late. The time for useful criticism of architecture 
is at the paper stage, and any sensible architect not 
only welcomes this but invites it privately. 

Briefly, then, these are the broad reasons why the 
technical Press declines, almost uniformly, to criticise 
current architecture: (1) There is no invitation to do 
so; (2) architects do not want criticism for themselves 
but for others; (3) it has been attempted but-aban- 
doned because of its dangers; (4) it is useless practic- 
“y, because it comes too late. 

f architects were to invite criticism of their build- 
ings—well, anything can be tried once! 





‘ Percy 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The £10 Limit Abandoned. 
(THE news, announced by the Minister 
of Works on Monday last, that he 
has made an Order providing that a sum 
of not more than £100 may be spent on 
any one property in the twelve months 
commencing July 1 next, without applying 
for a building licence, has been received 
with satisfaction by the building industry. 
It is general know that the scheme 
whereby all building work up to £100 had 
to be licensed by the local authority had 
virtually broken down, and had even led, 
in some instances, as this newspaper has 
pointed out, to efforts by some authorities 
to devise schemes to attempt to control 
the situation worse by far than the prac- 
tices complained of. The Minister of 


Works is to be congratulated on a wise ~ 


step. 

Another move, not taken before its 
time, is that by the Minister of Health 
to increase the upper limit for rebuilding 
war-destroyed houses to £5,000. Mr. 
Bevan is now prepared to increase the 
proportion of licences granted to private 
builders to erect houses for sale (and 
we believe that in his statement to the 
House of Commons to-day he will move 
in this direction) then some sense of 
buoyancy will’indeed have been restored 
to the building industry, with consequent 
benefit to the public. 


R.LB.A. War Memorial Unveiled. 


A LARGE COMPANY of members and staff 
crowded the entrance hall at 66, Portland- 
place on Tuesday evening when the 
President, as his last official act, unveiled 
the R.I.B.A. War Memorial: Sir Lance- 
lot Keay said:— 

“We have assembled to-day in this, 
the home of our Art, for the unveiling 
and dedication of a memorial to the two 
hundred and fifteen members, students 
and staff of this Royal Institute who gave 
their lives in the last Great War. The 
memorial, designed, as is fitting, by the 
architect of this building—Grey Wornum 
—has been executed under the direction 


THE R.1.B.4. WAR MEMORIAL: THE SECOND 
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of Percy Smith, who has also been re- 
sponsible for the carving of the names 
of the Presidents and Gold Medallists of 
= Institute on the walls of the main 

“As those entering this building see 
the names of those honoured for their 
services to our Art, so too, in future, 
those using the much-frequented hail be- 
yond will see the honoured names of 
those associated with this Institute who 
gave their lives for our protection, and 
seeing, will remember sacrifice they 
made and be thankful for the example 
nobly set by them. It was the hope of 
those whom we commemorate to-day that 
they—each in their respective s 
would contribute to the greater beauty of 
our land. They had knowledge an 
earlier conflict, acclaimed by those who 
led the nation, to be a war to end all 
war, and having faith in those they had 
the right to trust, they turned their minds 
to things of peace, to increasing culture, 
to building or learning to build with 
grace and charm and so follow in the best 
tradition of our land. 

“When they realised that trust mis- 
placed, without bitterness, though trained 
in practices of peace, they played their 
part in war, protecting our people and 
these shores, and, counting not cost, 
made us debtors by the sacrifice they paid. 
In the discharge of that debt a heavy bur- 
den rests on us. Each must endeavour, 
so far as he or she is able, to cement the 
bonds existing twixt ourselves and those 
of other races, that, through better under- 
standing, peace, not war, ensues. There- 
fore, it is.our duty as members of a proud 
and age-long race to take such.steps as 
lie within our power to prevent a fur- 
ther war, with all its unknown horrors, 
not by, appeasing the aggressor but 
through a better understanding between 
the common people of the nations of the 
world and by our ability through strength, 
if need be, to maintain our- honour and 
enforce the right. 

“Thus we shall discharge our debt to 
those who died for us and to whose 
glorious memory I now unveil the stones 
on which their names are cut, there to 
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PANEL. 


Smith. (See Note on this page.) 





G. Grey Wornum, FR.LB.A., Architect. Carving by Percy 


EaRLiER on Tuesday Sir Lancelot 

Keay, iding at last Council lunch 

pin tong incomi i >that 
or ng 

they should their predecessors 

to dinner early in their term of office. 

Sir Lancelot’s to 


large one. 
might be thought at a random guess, 
there are very few surviving past-presi- 
dents. In order of seniority in office they 
are: Sir Banister Fletcher (1929-31), Sir 
Giles Scott (1931-33), Sir P Thomas 
(1935-37), Mr. Goodhart-R: (1937- 
39), Mr. W. H. Ansell (1939-43), 
Sir Lancelot Keay himself. If 
surprising, it is to be r A 
each has served two years, While Sir 
Percy Thomas served two terms (the 
second being for three yearsy 1943-46 
and Mr. Ansell carried on during the 
war for a third year. It is cleat, a , 
that each successive president gm count 
on a fund of good advice in for 
his dinner. ine -- 

A Great President. 

To-pay Liverpool City Council il is to 
decide upon Sir Lancelot Keay'’s succes- 
sor as City Architect and Director of 
Housing, and the President ‘and Lady 
Keay will shortly after come down south. 
This will be to the great benefit of 
Institute, for his term of office has indeed 
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been an outstanding one, undertaken at 
a time of great di Ities for the pré- 
fession, and his wise counsel will thus 
continue to be available as past-presi- 
dent. The Institute has been fortunate 
in having had during these two years a 
man who has held a just balance between 
the private and ial architects’ for- 
tunes, one, moreover, who has unfail- 
i given a lead and whose speeches 
will rank with the best of past-presidents. 
The Institute has owed much to Sir 
Lancelot’s vision and to his forthright yet 
jal statements; his success as the 
rst “official” president has been due 
to the fact that he has seen his job in 
terms of “ architecture ” first and “ archi- 
tects” after, believing that in the success 
of tile one lies the welfare of the others. 
The whole profession will join in wish- 
ing him a long and happy retirement and 
in hor ing that some fitting post be found 
for his unrivalled knowledge and ex- 
perience as a planner of new towns. 


Life in Small Houses. 

Mr. Cuaries Key, Minister of Works, 
stated on June 22 that his Ministry is 
about to start an investigation designed to 
establish what are the best living condi- 
tions for families in small houses. Mr. 
Key said: “ We propose to build groups 
of houses on a number of different sites 
distributed throughout the country, in 
areas mAering, not only in climate but in 
customs and social conditions. These 
houses will differ in planning, systems of 
heating, structural features and equipment 
generally: + “They will be occupied by 
tenants selected from a list of applicants 
in the Vicinity of each house. Special 
u ‘ instruments will be used to 
examine best systems and vin oneal 

In a Yetert research throughout the 
country, “eofitinued the Minister, it was 
found that 44 per cent. of houses had no 
ar water supply and 46 per cent. no 

athrooms. In 25 per cent. the house- 
holder had to get hot water from coppers, 
and in 15 per cent. had to depend wholly 
on kettles and saucepans. The Ministry 
was trying to find out what modifications 
in «planning, structure, and equipment 
could be made in order to avoid accidents. 
Some 5,000 deaths a year were due to 
accidents in the home, and the number of 
non-fatal accidents was enormous. 


Fourth Edition of “S.M.M.” 


QUANTITY surveyors, building contrac- 
tors and others interested are reminded 
that the Fourth Edition of the Standard 
Method of Measurement of Building 
Works, which was published on Janu- 
ary 1, becomes — on July 1; the 
Third Edition will be obsolete in respect 
< contracts entered into on and.after that 

te. 


The Pub, the Planner and the People. 


CorFreE should flow like beer in the 
public-houses of the brave new world, 
according to Mr. Will Nally, M.P., Parlia- 
mentary Private Secretary to the Rt. Hon. 
Lewis Silkin, M.P., for whom he depu- 
tised at the opening of an exhibition of 
Metropolitan housing layouts at the 
Housing Centre, mn, on June 8. His 
afterthought that beer already flowed 
like coffee was not the only cheerful note 
in the proceedings. Indeed, the whole 
event reflected an optimistic belief in a 
bright future for all aspects of town 
planning, quite apart from the sober 
problem of providing a drinking house 
in which the teetotaler and the alcohol 
addict might meet on an equal (if not 
equally steady) footing. Mr. Nally made 
us feel very ashamed of the social history 
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COMING EVENTS 


Monday, June 28. 
THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ARCHITECTS. 
—First Congress. Opening ceremony at 
University Hall, Lausanne. (Continuing until 


July 1). 
Tuesday, June 29. 

THe Houstnc Centre.—‘* Town and 
Country Seay Act, 1947,” by Mr. Des- 
mond Heap. 13 
1.15 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 30. 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—A.G.M. Instity- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Great George-street, 
$.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

COUNCIL FOR VisuAL EpucaTION.—A.G.M. 
“The Spirit of Georgian Art and 
Architecture,” by Prof. A. E. Richardson, 
R.A. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 
2.30 p.m. ? 

B.B.C. (Home Service).—Mr. Lewis Silkin, 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, on 
“* The Town and Country Planning Act, 1947.” 


9.15 p.m. 
Friday, July 2. 

BritisH ASSOCIATION FOR COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL. EpucaTion.—Conference on 
“* Initiation Training.” The Goldsmiths’ Hall, 
Foster-lane, Cheapside, E.C.2. 10 a.m. to 
12.30 p.m. and 1.45 p.m. to jen er 

THE INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.— 
Summer meetings. A.G.M. National Club, 
12, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. 5 p.m. 
Sessional meeting: “‘ The Colne Valley Sewer- 
age Scheme,” by Mr. W. Fillingham Brown, 
B.Sc. Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 





of a cougtry into which he had been born 
nearer t@ the top. of a coal mine shaft 
than anyone else in Britain, but he soon 
assured us that, in his opinion, people 
would come from all parts of the world 
in ten or fifteen years’ time t@ see our 
examples of town ‘and country planning. 
It was our job, he said, to make sure that 
the planner carried the good will of those 
for whom he was planning. There was 
a need for co-operation between the 
planner and the “litthe woman in the 
Mile End-road.” 

The exhibition, which will ‘be open 
until June 26, consists of plans loaned by 
authorities in the Metropolitan London 
area. The fact that many of these 
schemes are already being carried out 
—* to justify Mr. Nally’s optimism, 
and certainly a scrutiny of the work on 
view, particularly the domestic arrange- 
ments of Holborn’s Dombey-street flats, 
indicates that at least the “ littlke woman 
in the Mile End-road ” is with the planner 
in spirit. 

Ministry of Education Architect. 

Mr. S. A. W. JOHNSON-MARSHALL, 
B.Arch. (Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., deputy 
county architect to Hertfordshire 
County Council, has been appointed chief 
architect to the Ministry of Education in 
place of Mr. F. Jackman, who has retired. 
Mr. Johnson- Marshall, who is 35, received 
his training at Liverpool University 
School of Architecture. 


Chair of Architecture, Natal University. 

THe Council of the Natal University 
College (¢which will in March, 1949, 
become the University of Natal) invites 
applications for the newly established 
Chair of Architecture. The salary scale 
is £850 x £30—£1,180 x £20—£1,200, plus 
a cost-of-living allowance amounting to 
at present £140 per annum for a married 
man, or to £40 per annum for a single 
man. Previous experience will be taken 
into account in fixing the starting salary. 

The appointment will be in the first 
place for a probationary period of two 
years. Further particulars may be ob- 
tained from the Secretary, Universities 
Bureau of the British Empire, 8, Park- 
street, London, W.1. The closing date 
for the receipt of applications is July 31. 


, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. . 
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Welwyn and Hatfield New Towns. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P., has 
set up a Development Corporation to 
establish new towns at Welwyn Garden 
City and Hatfield, Herts. The members 
of the Corporation are Mr. R. G. Gosling 
(chairman), director of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, Ltd.; Mr. R. L. Reiss 
(vice-chairman); Mr. G. R. Lowe; Mr. 
J. H. Macdonnell; Mrs. L’Estrange 
Malone; Mr. H. L. R. Matthews, C.B.E.; 
Mr. C. C. Maynard, and Mr. W. H. 
Playle. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. James S. BRAMWELL, F.R.LB.A., 
has joined the firm of Barnard and Smith 
as from June 7, and professional corres- 
pondence should, in future, be addressed 
to him at their offices at 50, Knights- 
bridge Court, Sloane-street, S.W.1. 


R.LB.A. 
COUNCIL ELECTION, 1948-1949 


The following is the result of the 
R.1L.B.A. Council election, declared on 
Tuesday :— 

PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Micnage. Watersovuse, M.C. 


Past. PRESIDENTS. 
Mr. H. 8. Goopu art-RENDEL. 
Sir Lanceror Keay, K.B.E., M.Arch.(Lypl.> 


(Liverpool) 
Members or CoUNCIL. 

Elected: C. G. St1LuMan (1,804 votes), T. Ceci. 
Howirr, D.S.0. (Nottingham) (1,381), Victor 
Barn. (Leeds) (1,284), Joun Swarsrick (1,109), 
C. H. Asturs (Hertford) (1,052), A. B. Kwape- 
Fisuer, F.S.A. (1,024). 

Not Elected: Anthony Chitty, C. H. James, 
R.A., H. V. Lobb, R. F. Jordan, Denis Winston 
(Southampton), Norval R. Paxton, C. 
(Leeds), H. Conolly (Chelmsford), C, F. Martin, 
ML. (Birmingham), Steele (Chichester) 
C. E. Culpin, W. G. Davies (Sheffield), A. R. F 
Anderson, H. G. C. Spencely, A. H. Gardner 
(Coventry), Johnson Blackett (Newport, Mon.), 
C. G. Kemp (Tewin, Herts), R. G rocklehurst 
(High Wycombe), Oliver Law, C. F. Blythin 
and N. L. Reece (Slough). 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 

Elected: Professor J. S. ALLEN (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) (1,398 votes), Couiw Penn (1,263) and 
R. A. H. Liverr, O.B.E. (Leeds) (924). 

Not Elected: J. R. Atkinson, H. T. Cadbury- 
Brown, J. Harrison (Kingston-on-Thames), 
J. L.-Womersley (Northampton), A. G. S&. 
Fidler, Anthony Pott (Harpenden), M. E. Taylor 
(Cupar, Fife), P. E. A. Johnson-Marshall, W- 
Barrett (Haverfordwest), J. W. Poltock (Loose, 
nr. Maidstone), H. B. Allsopp (Monkseaton) 
and J. H. Alleyn. : 


LiceNTIATE MEMBER OF CoUNCIL. 


. 


Elected: Bernarp H. Oox (Cardiff) (1,237 
votes). 
Not Elected: J. Clay (South Normanton 


Common, Derbyshire), F. M. Rutter (Epsom). 
F. C. Wakeford (Hayes, Kent), H. N. Haines 
and Thomas Sibthorp. 

The full list of Council will be given 
after July 7, when the hon. secretary and 
hon. treasurer will be appointed. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, June 24, 1848 


STOPPAGE OF WorKs—A WoRD FOR 
THE WORKMAN.—The remarks which have 


-appearéd in our journal on the unwise 


and unjust stoppage of works by Govern- 
ment, adding hundreds to the number of 
suffering operatives, have been loudly 
responded to in many quarters... . In- 
stead of suspending works at such a 
moment—works, too, of utility, of neces- 
sity—they should rather increase them. 
If economy must be practised (and let 
us tell them that 17 MUST BE, the nation 
have said it, and the nation will see it 
carried out), let it be at the expense of 
those who are receiving their thousands 
a year for doing nothing—not to the 
ruin, body and soul, of the poor artisan, 
to whom want employment iS 
destruction. © 
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| AMBETH PALACE, sTANDING CLOSE 
+ to the Southern Railway main line 
and almost within a stone’s throw of 
Waterloo Station, was in a most vulner- 
able position while the war lasted, and 
it sustained serious damage by bombing. 
Some of this damage has just been re- 
paired, and other work done, in time for 
the Lambeth Conference of Anglican 
Bishops from all over the world, which 
is to begin there on July 1, the work of 
restoration and adaptation being in the 
charge of Lord Mottistone and Mr. Paul 
Paget, F. and L.R.I.B.A. Much that 
remains to be done must wait pending 
the grant of further building licences. 


To appreciate the present condition 
of the buildings it is an advantage to 
have a general idea of the historical 
growth of. the Palace, which dates in its 
several parts from the thirteenth to the 
nineteenth century. The site was 
acquired by Archbishop Baldwin, in 
1189-90, for a college of secular canons, 
but it was not until the time of Arch- 
bishop Langton (1207-29) that some 
parts of the existing buildings were 
begun and. perhaps continued under 
Archbishop Boniface (1240-70). All that 
remains of this work is the Chapel, now 
roofless and badly damaged, the crypt, 
however, fortunately being intact. The 
Guard Room, which has long been 
something of a puzzle to archzologists, 
is now thought to be almost certainly 
fourteenth-century work. The Water, or 
Lollards’ Tower, was built on the site of 
an earlier building by Archbishop 
Chicheley in 1435, and the Entrance 
Gateway, known as Morton’s Tower, was 
erected by Cardinal Morton in 1490. 
The tower at the north-east of the Chapel 
is attributed to Archbishop Cranmer 
(1533-56) or Cardinal Pole (1556-1558), 
and the smaller tower which adjoins the 
Water Tower on the south was added by 
Archbishop Laud about 1635. The Great 
Hall, destroyed under the Common- 
wealth, was rebuilt in 1660-63 by Arch- 
bishop Juxon, who also restored the 
Chapel. The modern residential quarters 
were built by Edward. Blore, in 1829-30, 
for Archbishop Howley. 

Following is a brief account of the 
work which has just been completed, 
with some indication of what remains to 
be done. 

It was realised by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners that no mere repair of damage 
would be sufficient to make the Palace 
suitable for the purposes which it has 
to serve in the changed circumstances of 
the post-war world, and it was therefore 
decided so to reorganise the buildings as 
“to provide adequate administrative 
offices for what more than ever before 
will be in a sense the nerve centre of the 
Church of England: a guest-hostel for 


visiting bishops and others who may be” 


invited to confer at Lambeth; improved 
accommodation for the Library with 
more convenient access for the public to 
view the historic parts of the Palace, and 
for the Archbishop a private lodging 
equipped for ease of management by 
present-day standards.” This work is now 
in train and some of it completed. 


_ The most notable part of the restora- 
tion work so far carried out is un- 
doubtedly Archbishop Juxon’s Grfeat 
Hall. This building is a remarkably 
interesting example of mid-seventeenth- 
century architecture—an odd . though 
most attractive transitional mixture of 
Gothic and Renaissance elements. Ex- 
ternally the buttresses and the windows 
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THE RESTORATION OF LAMBETH PALACE 


are Gothic; the dentil cornice, the carved 
swags, the stone quoins, and the delight- 
ful lead lantern above the roof (beauti- 
fully restored), entirely Renaissance. 
Inside, the superb hammer-beam roof— 
a smaller version of the great roof built 
260-odd years earlier in Westminster 
Hall—is Gothic, while the north-east 
doorway, dated 1663, the year of the 
building’s completion, is characteristic 
Renaissance work. The roof, besides 
having been about half destroyed in the 
bombing, was affected by dry rot. It has 
been carefully repaired with new home- 
grown oak left in its natural state to 
match the original after cleaning, and 
ventilation, formerly lacking, has been 
provided at wall-plate level. The roof 
is now as rich an example of crafts- 
manship in wood as anyone might 
wish to see. This work was done by 
craftsmen collected from various parts 
of the country, who are now at work on 
the new Chamber of the House of 
Commons. It is gratifying to know that 
we still have craftsmen capable of carry- 
ing out work as fine as any done in 
medieval times.. The projecting book- 
cases. with which Blore furnished the 





753 


Hall when he turned it into the Library 
about a hundred years ago are not to 
be replaced, but in due, course book- 
shelves will be built along the.east and 
west walls to match those which survived 
at either end, thus leaving the floor space 
free. At the moment the walls are hung 
with tapestries and hessian, which give 
added dignity to the interior. The 
original floor level has been restored, in- 
cluding a dais at the north end, and a 
blocked doorway has been r ned at 
the south-east corner and fit with a 
well-designed door, an admirable piece 
of joinery, in English oak. Tiles take 
the place of slates as a roof covering. 
The windows, which were all destroyed 
by the bombing, have been reglazed with 
clear glass, the few surviving fragments 
of sixteenth- and  seventeenth-century 
stained glass having been effectively 
reset in the north-west oriel by Mr. Hugh 
Easton. Juxon’s Great. Hall, now restored 
essentially to its seventeenth-century ap- 
pearance, provides .the Palace with a 
magnificent setting for the forthcoming 
Conference and similar functions. 

is the 


The next feature of interest 


Cloister Court, now in course of conver- 
sion from the backyard to which Blore 
reduced it into a pleasing arrangement 
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LAMBETH PALACE. Interior of Great Hall. 


of corridors on two floors around a 
central garth. An opening in the north 
walk of the cloister admits to the crypt 
of the Chapel. Whether this is the work 
of Hubert Walter, who is known to have 
built in 1199 a chapel of which this may 
have been the undercroft, or whether it 
is part of the reconstruction undertaken 


by Stephen Langton at the beginning of 
the thirteenth century, is uncertain, but 
it is the oldest part of the Palace, and 


we must be thankful that it escaped 
destruction. 

The crypt was filled up with earth 
until as recently as 1907, when the late 


Archbishop Davidson had it cleared. It 


is in a remarkably state of preser- 
vation, consisting of a heavily ribbed 
stone vault, with infillings of quarried 
chalk, supported on Purbeck marble 
columns and corbel stones, which have 
now had restored to them something of 
their original eggshell polish. The 
Chapel above was completely burnt out 
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Exterior of Great Hall and Guard House. 


LAMBETH PALACE. North Front, overlooking Gardens. The ruins of the Chapel are seen on right. 
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LAMBETH PALACE. Stable Block converted into Staff Cottages. 
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and is in a sad state of ruin, though, 
fortunately, substantial remains of the 
Laudian woodwork were salved; the fine 
double d@orway, apparently unrestored 
easly thirtéenth-century work, with its 

und arch, moulded trefoiled sub- 

ith a quatrefoil over, and 
“Marble shafts,.bases and caps, 
also survives. The Chapel cannot yet be 
restored; but- when it is, the flat ceiling of 
Laud’s time (which of course peri 
will not ®@prepeated but will be replaced 
by a vaulted roof, the bombing having 
revealed in the construction of the main 
walls the remains of stone ribs and 
springers, which clearly indicate that the 

—_ was originally vaulted. 

last of the ancient parts of the 

Palace at present in course of restoration 
is the Guard Room, which stands in the 
north-west corner of the main courtyard 
and forms a link between Juxon’s Great 
Hall and Howley’s early nineteenth- 
century Palace. Here, again, the bombing 
has been the means of settling a question 
of historic interest. Insertion of a floor 
at almost window-sill level and an un- 
happy roof treatment had given ground 
for the belief that. the whole structure 
was a rebuild, making use of —_— of 
a medieval roof salvaged from some 
earlier demolition. This theory is now 
abandoned, for the collapse of a ceiling at 
purlin level has revealed all the main 
rafters of a waggon-type roof which had 
been lathed and plastered. The form and 
function of the main cornice had also 
been concealed by inappropriate plaster 
ornament. It is not credible that the 
complex and massive structure now re- 
vealed could be anything but the original 
roof. This is clearly of fourteenth- 
century date, and so almost certainly is 
the fabric itself, which has been altered 
only in appearance. It will not be prac- 
ticable to remove the floor to restore 
the building to a single storey; but it 
is proposed to re-roof the building with 
ae so as to conform with the Great 

all. 

The house which Blore built for Arch- 
bishop Howley is reached by a corridor, 
bouts a high-explosive bomb 








fell in 1940, destroying a large part of 


The Crypt of the Chapel. 


_THE BUILDER 





the building. This has been rebuilt to 
provide on ground and first floors fully 
equipped domestic offices, kitchens and 
services in connection with the hostel, 
administrative Offices, Archbishop’s 
Lodging and library. A small piece of new 
building squares up the elevation to the 
main courtyard. On the north front the 
breach made by the bomb has been filled 
to conform with Blore’s work but with- 


) out his big bay window. The —_ 


reception rooms which lie behind are not 
yet finished or furnished. The ceiling of 
the Grand Drawing Room has been 
painted temporarily by students of the 
Byam Shaw School of Art with a design 
in the classical manner provided by the 
Principal, Mr. B. D. L. Thomas. 


From the reception rooms a passage 
leads to “Cranmer” Tower, a stairway 
in which provides communication between 
the Palace, the Archbishop's Lodging and 
the Chapel. Besides the vestry and organ 
chamber, which are yet to be restored, 
the tower houses on its upper floors two 
bedrooms and a bathroom to be used 
in conjunction with the Lodging, to 
which it gives access at second-floor level. 

Although good progress has been made 
with the work of restoration and adapta- 
tion, much serious damage remains to 
be repaired,’ particularly in the eastern 

art of Howley House, in the so-called 

llards’ Tower (which was used as a 
prison in the fifteenth century), and in 
Morton’s Tower (the entrance gate), 
which was much damaged by blast. The 
Chapel, already mentioned, is a major 
problem in itself. A start towards pro- 
viding urgently needed accommodation 
for the resident staff has been made by 
converting one side of+a service court- 
yard into three excellent cottages and 
two flats. It is hoped to provide further 
accommodation on two other sides on the 
ruins of what were once the stabling and 
laundry of the Palace. 

The work so far completed has been 
carried out in an exemplary manner, and 
a word of congratulation is due to all 
who have taken part in it. These are as 
follows: E. J. Cook and Co., engineers; 
Langdon and Every, quantity surveyors; 
Richard Costain, Ltd., general contrac- 
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tors; J. L. Green and Vardy, Litd., 
joinery specialists; Drake and rham, 
Ltd., electrical engineers; J. Jeffreys and 
Co., Ltd., heating engineers; the Wands- 

rth stone- 
masons; Hammond and Champness,'Ltd., 
liftmakers; C. E. Welstead, Ltd., glaziers; 
Roberts Adlard and Co.:, Ltd., roofing 
contractors; Carter and Co., Ltd., tiling 
contractors; Concrete, Ltd., flooring con- 
tractors; Benham and Sons, Ltd., catering 
the Cork Insulation and 


re ay ; 
As Co., Ltd. floor covering 
specialists; Absorbit, Lid., insulation 
jalists; Dur , Industries Co., 
specialist  wall-fini contractors; 
Ciohamn and Grov wood carvers; 


Ronuk, Ltd., floor finishing contractors; 
Hugh Easton, stained glass artist; the 
Byam Shaw School of Art (Principal, Mr. 
B. D. L. Thomas), painted ceiling in the 
Grand Drawing Room; Wainwright and 


* Waring, art metal workers. Mr. A. J. M. 


White is the clerk of works. 
G, J, How Lina. 


A PLEA FOR 
WESTMINSTER 
DEAN ADDRESSES LONDON 
SOCIETY 


IN HIS ADDRESS to members of the Lon- 
don Society at their annual meeting on 
June 15, the DEAN OF WESTMINSTER, THE 
VerY REV. ALAN C. Don, M.A., D.D., 
had two complaints to make. There were 
two nuisances in the precincts of West- 
minster to-day: the traffic with its accom- 
panying noise, and the danger of West- 
minster Abbey being surrounded by ugly 
buildings. It was impossible to hold a 
service in comfort in St. Margaret’s 
Church or Henry VIII's chapel because of 
this noise. The traffic also set up a 
great deal of vibration in his living- 
quarters; this could not be good for -the 
foundations. 

The Dean went on to deplore the fact 
that Westminster had become so largely 
commercial. Every day, office workers 
who were disgorged from the tube, took 
a short cut to Millbank through Old 
Palace-yard, and while he had no objec- 
tion to office workers he disliked his 
fellow-beings in the wrong place, - 

The Bishop was also concerned about 
the pro development of the West- 
minster Hospital site as a Colonial Office. 
It would be a disaster, he said, if a build- 
ing were constructed there which did not 
tone with the surroundings. He also 
asked the Society to give close attention 
to the future of the Abingdon-street site 
where, rumour had it, the Government 
intended to erect office buildings. This 
would result in thousands more typists 
and junior Civil Servants wandering 
round Westminster, and there were 
quite enough of them about already. Such 
a building would also destroy one of the 
best views of Westminster Abbey. It 
would be better, in his opinion, if the 
Abingdon-street site were to be used as a 
place in which to honour the memory of 
the great men of the future. He did not 
know whether it was too late to stop 
this vandalism, but he saw no reason why 
the building should not be erected on 
the other side of the road, thus leaving 2 
view of the Abbey open and allowing the 
Abirgdon-street site to be used for 2 
better purpose. 


R.LB.A. Pamphlet. 

Tue R.1.B.A. “ Prizes and Studentships 
Pamphlet ” for 1948-49, recently pub- 
lished at 2s., contains full information 
together with the detailed programmes 
for the competitions. - It can be ob- 
tained from 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
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The British Buttery, New York World’s Fair, 1939. 


FROM THE ARCHITECT’S PORTFOLIO—1 
EASTON AND ROBERTSON, FF.R.1.B.A. 


IN THESE DAYS OF ARCHITECTURAL 











austerity, when the opportunity for Se a eT et 
good detailing is seldom met with ee | oe ee) 

and anything other thaa the strictly Geen 5 alas we ies Se 
utilitarian is firmly struck out of ; "i, a soo ae ee eE 
the licence, it is pleasant to glance ee orrieat ssn die® 


back at more spacious days. Illus- 
trated are two works by Messrs 
Easton and Robertson, FF.R.1.B.A.., 
completed prewar. Neither has 
been previously published. The 
first is the British Buttery at the 
New York World’s Fair, 1939. 
Designed in the form of a quarter 
segment of a circle, the spacial 
effect is amplified by mirrored 
walls. The floor is terraced, to 
provide window views to all 
tables, and in practice presented 
no service difficulties. 


The second work is a staircase 
at Rushbrooke Hall. Designed as 
. a free standing semi-circular eie- 
ment, this staircase was cast in 
situ in concrete, engineered and 
executed by Ove Arup. . The 
wrought-iron balustrading is 
adapted from traditional units. Pian of British Buttery, ground floor of North Pavilion. 
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PRESERVATION OF 
GEORGIAN BUILDINGS 


‘ADDRESS BY HOME SECRETARY 


(THE rapid_increase in the membership 
of the Georgian Group was referred 


| to by the Home Secretary, Mr. CHUTER 


Epe, when he addressed members at 
their annual meeting at the Royal Society 
of Arts, on June 11. This great in- 
crease, he said, showed very clearly how 
the movement of time and events was 
bringing Georgian buildings into the fore- 
front of interest. The group prided them- 
selves on being a practical body and not 
expecting or asking for unreasonable ex- 
tremes of preservation. This approach 
was all the more valuable at the moment 
because our inheritance of Georgian build- 
ings, much more than earlier ones, pre- 
sented both a great problem and an 
opportunity. The more substantial Georg- 
jan buildings were admirably pie ome to 
modern ways of living: They conformed 
with the Ministry of. Health’s standards 
of space and light in a way that medizval 
buildings in general did not. Moreover, 
their layout often exemplified the best 
principles of town planning. Neverthe- 
less, they presented a great problem be- 
cause, owing to the changes in size of the 
average families and in ways of living, the 
larger type of Georgian house was often 
unmanageable for single family use. 
Therefore the preg moe 2 gps and 
roposals for the horizontal conversion 
of Georgian terraced houses to flats had 
been watched with special interest. ‘ 
The existing powers for the protection 
of buildings of special historic and archi- 
tectural interest in the 1932 and 1944 
Planning Acts had been extended by the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
Under that Act, the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning’s most important 
responsibility was for the listing, with the 
advice of the Maclagan Committee, of 
buildings of special architectural and his- 
toric interest. The lists were drawn up 
from one particular point of view, that 
of architectural or historic interest. Later 
this point of view had to be considered 
with many others so it could not be 
expected that, in every case, a listed build- 
ing would be preserved. From the, pre- 
servation point of view the listing of 
buildings was an immense step forward, 
as this would make it possible to look at 
the problem of preserving our immensely 
valuable heritage of historic buildings as 
a whole, instead of having to consider 
isolated buildings out of their context. 
In order to protect a building of spe- 
cial architectural or historic interest from 
demolition or alterations, the local plan- 
ning authority or the county district had 
power to make a Preservation Order, sub- 
ject to confirmation by the Minister, pro- 
hibiting demolition or alteration without 
the authority’s consent. Under the 1947 
Act the Minister would also have power 
to make such an order himself or to 
direct the authority to do so. A Preser- 
vation Order did not, however, prevent 
a building being allowed to deteriorate by 
neglect, but the local authority could 
acquire compulsorily a building covered 
by a Preservation Order if this course was 
necessary to secure its preservation. 
Under the 1947 Act the Minister of Works 
would have a similar power. The local 
authority also had power to acquire by 
agreement, under similar circumstances, 
buildings either covered by a Preserva- 
tion Order, or which could be so covered. 
By far the greatest value of the listing 
might, and should be, educational. If 
people could be induced to look at archi- 
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tecture with a seeing and appreciative eye, 
the battle which the Group was fighting 
would be won without the need for fur- 
ther action at all. 

During the an amendment to 
a clause of the constitution of the Group 
was approved. In future local authorities, 
societies and other organisations may be- 
come corporate members; this entitles 
them to appoint a representative to exer- 
cise on their behalf the rights of a sub- 
scribing member or life member. 


ARCHITECTS’ 


REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
65th ORDINARY MEETING 


THe sixty-fifth ordinary meeting of the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom was held at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, on June 18. Mr. Sydney 
Tatchell, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., was in the 
chair 
_ MR. VINCENT Burr, moving the adop- 
tion of the report of the Admissions 
Committee, said the committee had con- 
sidered a form of application appropriate 
to the new Regulation 26(b), and recom- 
mended to the Council that application 
should be made to the Privy Council for 
the approval of a form to be inserted in 
the Regulations as Form G. He added 
that Regulation 26(b) was a small crack 
in the door of registration without 
examination, and this recommendation 
would remedy the matter. 

Mr. A. BalLey proposed an amend- 
ment that the matter be referred back to 
the committee. He did so with some 
embarrassment, he said, but he would 
like to explain that neither he nor some 
other members of the committee had had 
a chance to study Form G. He had not 
been present at the committee meeting 
at which the matter was discussed, as he 
understood at the time there was some 
difficulty about obtaining a quorum and 
that the meeting was postponed. 

Major G. B. J. ATHOE mentioned Mr. 
Vincent Burr’s refeence to “a crack in 
the door of registration,” and added: “In 
my view it leaves open a very wide door, 
and many men can apply for registra- 
tion without fulfilling the terms of the 
Regulations.” 

MR. TATCHELL: Does not this Form G. 
ug pom _— position? 

AJOR ATHOE replied that he di 
think it did. . ae 

Mr. VINCENT Burr explained that the 
reason why the matter had been brought 
before this meeting of the Council was 
not that there was any desire to rush 
the matter through without due considera- 
tion, but simply that at the moment there 
were no application forms for applicants 
to use. If the form was not approved 
at this meeting of the Council it could 
not be brought up again until October, 
and it would be the end of the year 
before they could get it approved by the 
Privy Council. 

On a. vote being taken the amendment 
was defeated and the motion carried. 

The Admissions Committee also re- 
ported that 99 applicants had been ad- 
mitted to the register and eight rejected, 
bringing the total applications to date 
under the 1938 Act and under Regula- 
tion 26(2), (5), (6) and (7) to 5,591; of 
these 3,952 had been recommended for 
admission, 1,425 rejected, 202 applica- 
tions had been withdrawn, leaving a 
balance still to be dealt with of 12. 

Mr. Martin S. BRIGGS, moving the 
adoption of the report of the Board of 
Education, said that although under the 
new scheme it was agreed that a sum 
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maeieeens to the total cost of eight new 
scholarshi with full maintenance at 
the rate of £5 per week of the academic 
term, would be available, it had turned 
out that more funds were, in fact, avail- 
able than was at first anticipated. This 
was because many of the existing scholars 
would not need increases in view of the 
award of grants made under the Govern- 
ment Further Education and Training 
Scheme. The Board recommended the 
Council to award this year 15 new 
scholarships, subject to no alteration in 
the financial position of the students 
taking place by reason of an increase or 
decrease of their available resources, Of 
these five only would run for the full 
period of five years and the total capital 
commitments would amount only to 
£6,833, against which there was finan- 
cial provision of £7,500. 

Major ATHOE said he would like his 
name entered in the minutes as voting 
against this expenditure on these scholar- 
ships, each of which would cost the regis- 
tered architects of the country over £1,000. 
He thought it was altogether wrong that 
scholarships of this kind, which were 
never intended by the Act of Parliament, 
should be awarded. He considered that 
less money should be paid to individual 
students and more students awarded 
scholarships. He therefore opposed the 
expenditure on the grounds of the 
amounts involved. 


™ NATIONAL’ PARKS 
CENTRAL POLICY ADVOCATED 


ADDRESSING the annual meeting of the 
Sheffield and Peak District branch of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England. Mr. HuGH Mo Lson, M_.P., said 
that on grounds both of principle and 
convenience it was plainly necessary to 
take the National Parks out of the plan- 
ning jurisdiction of local authorities, who 
had recently been invested with that 
power under the Act of 1947. 

The National Parks, intended for the 
nation’s enjoyment, should be adminis- 
tered according to national policy by a 
National Parks commission or some 
similar authority responsible to Parlia- 
ment. 

There was no ground, Mr. Molson said. 
for the criticism that those proposals took 
planning out of the hands of local people 
and vested it in outsiders. Only the 
policy would be laid down in London, 
the fullest administrative discretion being 
allowed to the local committee for each 
park, of whose members half would be 
appointed by the commission and half b) 
the county councils and county borough 
councils whose areas fell partly within 
the park. 

The branch’s annual report for 1945 
advocates the setting up of a Nationa: 
Parks Commission, and states that there 
is widespread disappointment among 2’ 
who comprehend the true significance ©! 
National Parks that the Government has 
delayed legislation on this subject; sti! 
more that it appears not to recognise the 
still increasing threats which have give" 
rise to this effort to save what remains 
of the glory of rural Britain. 

Few official documents can have been 
acclaimed with such general delight 4 
the report of the National Parks Comm'' 
tee last July, but, continues the repor’. 
great areas of our finest scenery, dubbee 
“ National Parks,” but controlled mere’: 
by local interests and subject to misus¢ 
by hooligans (who will join none of the 
accredited organisations) without a paid 
wardens’ service. would be more of © 
danger than a blessing. 
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LAYOUT OF HOUSING ESTATES 
Later Sessions of R.I.B.A. Conference 


(PE second session of the Conference 

on “Housing Layout in Theory 
and Practice” was held on Wednesday, 
June 9, at 2.30 p.m., when Mr. C. H. 
JaMES, R.A., vice-president, R.1.B.A., 


occupied the chair. 

Mr. R. A. H. Liverr, OBE, 
A.R.LB.A., City Architect, Leeds, speak- 
ing on “ The Practice of the Leeds Cor- 
poration,” made sorhe introductory re- 
marks of a general rfature regarding that 
city, and continued :— 

The Leeds programme provides for the 
building of three distinct types of dwell- 
ing: (i) flats, which can be divided into 
multi-storey buildings and buildings 
limited to three storeys in height; (i) 
terrace houses; and (iii) semi-detached 
houses and detached houses. Generally 
speaking, the multi-storey flats will be 
confined to the central areas, while the 
three-storey flats, terrace houses and 
semi-detached houses will be included in 
each neighbourhood unit, the population 
as far as possible being kept within the 
limit of 10,000 persons per unit. 

Referring to some of the layout prin- 
ciples adopted in Leeds, the speaker con- 
tnued: 1 believe the most important 
thing which must first be done is to 
obtain a very correct record of the area 
which is to be developed. By that I mean 
that there should be’ a complete survey 
of the area, recording all natural water- 
ways and notes regarding every tree, to 
show whether it is worthy of retention 
vr not, and so on. Every estate should 
be contoured down to 5-ft. contours. 

In planning a neighbourhood unit, my 
city is planning within a given area for 
all sections of, the community, for 
municipal and private enterprise, for light 


industry, and so on. The linking up of. 


existing woodlands by walking ways is 
an interesting feature. In addition, areas 


of land are being set aside for the future 
development of houses of larger types, 
and other areas are being reserved to be 
offered to private enterprise for develop- 


ment. 


Some of the Details. : 

With regard to some of the details, 
first of all there is the question of the 
roads. Personally, I am very strongly 
opposed to these one-track roads, and I 
think that before we make up our minds 
on this question it is as well to discuss 
it with the people who actually use the 
roads. On many estates in this country 
these one-track roadways, 9 ft. in width, 
are creating a considerable amount of 
inconvenience. 

That applies equally to footpaths. In 
these. days of economy, there is a 
tendency to cut down the width of the 


footpath. I always aim at a minimum 
standard of 6 ft. 
Further, the question of footpath 


access to houses is very important. It is 
not uncommon in these days to see very 
attractive drawings where the only means 
of access to a house is a footpath. I 
regard this as wrong; I think that every 
house should have direct vehicular access. 
This is a matter which one needs to 
discuss with the tradesmen, the coalman 
and the dustman. 

Then there is the provision of verges. 
I think that the verge does a great deal 
10 dispel the monotony of many housing 
estates, but here we have to give some 
attention nog only to laying the verge 
but to its protection; and it is far better 
to have a verge on one side of the street 
only, of a minimum width of 6 ft., than 
to put a 3-ft. verge on each side. Verges 
need some protection; it is not sufficient 
to lay down some grass and expect it to 
grow, To place the grass in a border of 


There is zlso the question of the free 
use of the cul-de-sac. From my ex- 
perience, I have learnt that the cul-de-sac 
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ile we are on the question 

I should like to refer to street furni 
Often architects pay great 
attention to planning their estates, 
to find after a time that the streets become 
littered - with telephone kiosks, police 
boxes and so on. The highways depart- 
ment put down a grit box, the medical 
officer wants public conveniences, 
rtment want a shelter, 
1 : wants ha — board, 
and so on. suggest that by - 
tion something can be done ste ga 
important points in these newly developed 
areas attractive little buildings can be 
erected where all these necessities can 
be brought into some kind of order. 

With regard to open spaces, in the 
years between the wars it often ha 
that the value of large areas of open 
space was lost to the estate generally, 
because it became the practice to n 
houses backing on to  playing- 
instead of fronting on to them. The large 
playground of a school, however, may 
become an amenity to the estate as a 
whole, and not be enjoyed only by the 
students and by the few fortunate tenants 
whose houses back on to it. I know the 
answer that some of you will Ase me 
on this point, namely, that the Ministry 
of Education will have something to say 
about road charges, but this is something 
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that we as planners ought to fight; it is 
worth fighting for. In some cases we 
have come to blows with the education 
committee but have got our own way in 
the end. . 


HOUSING IN RURAL AREAS 


R. G. A. JELLICOE, M.T-.P.1., 
F.R.I.B.A., who spoke on “ Hous- 
ing in Rural Areas,” said: If you put up 
an ugly house in Leeds it may harm an 
area of two or three hundred yards round 
about, but if you put it in the country- 
side on the top of a hill you may destroy 
the beauty of something like ten square 
miles.’ Let us take any one house, in any 
part of the countryside you like, and let 
us examine the reasoning that builds up 
that landscape so that you and I, looking 
at it, can say that it seems to us agree- 
able and enjoyable in the landscape. 
First, it must be near a road; it must be 
accessible. That road and that house 
become part of a man-made design. If 
the road is large and the house is small, 
so that they are out of scale, probabl 
a service road will be put in, which will 
restore the scale between the road and 
the house. Secondly, the house will not 
be put at the bottom of a valley, where 
the land is not properly drained; it will 
be on slightly rising ground. 

A third influence, and one which we 
are apt to forget, is wind. We have to 
design primarily for winter conditions, 
and the governing factor is wind. A 
block of houses put on the top of a hill 
is thoroughly bad from the point of view 
of wind. It is cold; it is exposed all the 
way round; nothing grows in the gardens, 
except those sensible vegetables which 
grow underground, like carrots and 
tatoes. The human being intensely dis- 
€s exposed positions, and the cottage 
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of the agricultural worker will be sited 


so that the rising ground may act as a, 


windscreen as much as possible. 

Coming to the consideration of the 
house itself, one of the first things we 
have to consider are walls. Walls can 
be awful things; but on the other hand 
they can be the finest things that a house 
in the country can have. From the point 
of view of wind and from the theory of 
fitting the house into the landscape, I 
should like to see the height of the 
house, the minimum height which is laid 
down, dropped by at least a foot, six 
inches for each storey. I think it is 
fantastic that these high buildings are 
still being put up in rural areas. 


Having saved some material in that 
way, 1 would not give the cost of that 
material away; | would put it into the 
adjuncts of the house. I should like to 
see the length of the house running north 
and south, with the windows on the east 
and west sides, while on the south side 
1 should like to see a bare wall with an 
espalier on it. 


The basic reason for this siting, how- 
ever, is that it is not important for the 
agricultural worker that the sun should 
come into the room. What is of prime 
umportance is to dry out the house, and 
a long north side should be avoided, 
because in the winter it will-not dry out. 


In the immediate environment of the 
house, since we have some material which 
we have saved, I am very much in favour 
of small curtain walls going out. I would 
not have the outhouse as part of the 
house, but would link it with brick walls 
to the house and use those walls as wind 
protection. For a rural house, I would 
suggest a°porch at the front door. It 
is not necessary in the town, but in 
country areas it seems to me to be essen- 


G. Blair Imrie, F.R.L.B.A., Architect. 


tial. We gradually get, in this way, the 
picture of a house with its curtain walls 
which is exsthetically related to the lie of 
the land. 


Materials and Colour. 


We have not yet dealt with materials 
and colour, It is obviously nice to use 
local materials; they fit into the country- 
side, and generally speaking the use of 
local materials means that you get great 
quality. on the surface of the material, 
which is of paramount importance. It is 
logical that in the country you should 
use a slightly broken texture, because it 
does not show weathering so much. 
Generally speaking, a slightly rough 
brick or stone will always look well and 
last longer than a rendered surface, and 
esthetically it relates the quality of the 
building to the surrounding foliage. In 
nature there is no such thing as a dead 
flat line; everything has a slightly broken 
surface, and if you produce that in the 
materials of your building, as has been 
done throughout history, it is very fine. 


I am one of those who think that the 
standard of local authority rural housing 
in the last two or three. years has been 
astonishingly good. This is large due, I 
am bound to say, to the points laid down 
by the Ministry of Health and to the 
schemes being given out to architects. Up 
and down the country you can see very 


-nice buildings indeed, and I have nothing 


to say against the inside except that it is 
much too high. It is a ridiculous height. 
The people who live in the house have 
to keep it warm. 

The trouble at the present time is that 
we see this job with the city man’s eye; 


we think that we are designing for the 
city worker, whereas in fact we are 
designing for the agricultural worker. 
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MR. SILKIN’S ADDRESS 


At the third session of the Conference, 
over which Sir Lancelot Keay, 
K.B.E., P.R.1.B.A., presided, an address 
was given by Mr. Lewis Sikin, M.P., 
Minister of Town and Country Planning. 
The Minister said: —‘“ I think that the 
first thing that we have to do is to ensure 
that the new estates create a proper 
balance, and balance in a variety of ways. 
If you have that I feel you will get 
automatically the right layout. The lay- 
out should be determined by the condi- 
tions in the estate, and not superimposed 
on the estate. 

“The first thing that we want is a 
variety of sections of the community, a 
proper social balance. 

“That implies that there has to be real 
contact between the different sections of 
the community. We also need not merely 
different classes of society on our housing 
estate-but also different age-groups. In 
the new estates we must have a variety of 
families, the newly married couples, the 
couples with young children, and families 
where the children have grown up. 

“ | do not pretend that we have a ready- 
made solution to this problem. Indeed, 
the whole subject is so new that very little 
time and thought have been devoted to it. 
To a ceriain extent the papers that you are 
to hear to-day on the planning of neigh- 
bourhood units should of necessity give 
cise to consideration of these problems. 
Until we have given much more thought 
to the subject and carried out much more 
research than we have done so far, we are 
not in a position to provide the answer. 

_ What we want to ascertain is where, 
either in this country or elsewhere, has it 
been possible to get the kind of com- 
munity life for which we are looking. Is 
it at Welwyn Garden City or Letchworth? 
[ am not sure. Are there towns in this 
country with the sort of population which 
we envisage for our new towns—60,000, 
or thereabouts—where there is this kind 
of living organism, this interplay . of 
various sections of the community? Do 
we find it in Guildford or Worcester or 
Hastings? Are they the right kind of 
towns? . Do you get those conditions 
there? If they are not to be found 
in this country, do they exist anywhere? 
A great deal of research will have to take 
place before we are in a position to give 
answers, 

“We are at the Ministry setting up a 
small organisation for the purpose of 
carrying out research on behalf of the 
Development Corporations of the new 
towns, in order to try to solve these 
problems.” 


THREE DIMENSIONAL ASPECTS 
OF HOUSING LAYOUT 


MR. FREDERICK GIBBERD, 

—_ A.M.T.P.L, F.R.1LB.A., in a de- 
tailed paper on “Three Dimensional 
Aspects of Housing Layout,” began by 
describing what he called the raw mate- 
rials of site planning—i.e., existing build- 
ings, and their colour and texture; the 
form of the landscape, trees; spaces be- 
tween buildings; and the details of design 
—porches, gates, fences, etc.—“ foils” to 
the general picture. 

Mr. Gibberd continued: “ How do we 
set about composing all these enormously 
exciting things into. a work of art? 

“ First of all we take our contour sur- 
vey drawing on to the site and really get 
to know it in actuality. We walk over 
every yard of the land and get the feel 
of it. We make notes of the three dimen- 
sional objects. Not just the big trees, but 
the hedges, walls, fences and so on. These 
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notes will tell us their size, shape, colour 
and texture so that we can, wherever pos- 
sible, work them into our design. We 
make notes of the views inside the site; 
the views looking out of the site; and 
the views looking on to it from a distance. 
I myself use a camera supplemented by 
little thumbnail sketches. One must, of 
course, mark the viewpoints on the site 
plan. As our design progresses in the 
drawing-dffice, we keep visiting the site 
to check it back with the actual landscape. 

“ Some architects are so skilled in visual 
perception that they are safely left to 
work out the design on paper. 
are not so skilled, or not so confident, 
and so they make models to check back 
on their paper designs. They need not 
be elaborate, but can be knocked up in 
cardboard, plasticine, or other materials 
which are easily worked. Models are a 
wonderful check on design. I would go 
so far as to say that every local authority 
should have its model-making depart- 
ment. It can be part of the architects’ 
department and so need not be a special 
charge on the rates. 

“We must also check on the views 
inside the building groups, to see how 
they will look from eye level. Models 
do not do this, and in that respect they 
can be a positive danger, for the god-like 
view they give is so exciting that we may 
be blind to what is going on inside. We 
must make perspective sketches from eye 
level; not elaborately rendered drawings 
from only one viewpoint with lovely trees 
where trees will never be, but a whole 
series of little sketches from all kinds of 
viewpoints. We would also make detailed 
studies in elevation, as we have to work 
out such things as screen-walls, porches 
and pavings. 


Forms of Dwellings and Landscape. 

“ Let us look at some of the forms of 
our dwellings and our landscape from the 
point of view of combining them into 
compositions. 

“If we have to repeat a small element 
many times to a high density, we are up 
against almost insurmountable difficul- 
ties. The temporary bungalow has shown 
this. How much better is the appearance 
when small dwellings are in terrace form. 

“The semi-detached house is less diffi- 
cult to compose than a bungalow because 
of its greater size; but here again it 1s too 
small and definite a form to be 
repeated many times. We get a series 
of short, rectangular forms with spaces in 
between. Ten or twenty may not be too 
dull, but with larger numbers we need 
variety from some other dwelling type. 

“ Even when we site just a few houses 
it is often better to link them together 
by some device such as a screen wall or 


Others j 





PLANNING OF CHURCHES 


The series of three illustrated articles 
on “The Planning (Horizontal and 
Vertical) of Churches of Various 
Christian Communications in 
England,” contributed by Mr. H. V. 
Molesworth Roberts to The Builder 
earlier this year, have now been re- 
printed. The articles form a union 
index of the principal textual works 
on church planning, and éssential 
requirements, dimensions, etc., are 
given in abstract form for all parts 
and fixtures of churches. The reprint 
forms a most useful reference. Copies 
(price 2s. 9d., post free) are obtain- 
able from the Publisher, The 





Builder, 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2. 











form is a flat slab. This can be combined 
into simple rectangles and L-shapes. We 
must avoid building up grand composi- 
tions; we are arranging homes, not making 
monuments to ourselves. 

“Silhouette is an important problem 
with" many flat blocks, because of their 
greater size and because the roofs are 
seldom pitched. Most pitched roofs are 
meaningless on tall buildings, because 
they can be seen only from a t dis- 
tance. We can get the same effect from 
setting back the top storey. When we 
do leave the roof we must regard our 
tank-room, lifts and angen, aro as 
being part of the design, ot ise we 
shall get hideous silhouettes and our 
repose will be lost. : 

“On a flat site these simple geometric 
forms look best when related to each 
other in simple geometric shapes. This 
does not mean that every building has 
to be at right-angles to every other, or 
that the whole estate must be geometric- 
ally set out. There will be natural land- 
scape areas in the neighbourhood which 
certainly do not want forcing into geo- 
metric forms. 

“When the ground slopes we have 
another ‘set of problems. On sloping 
land it is usual to let the roads follow 
the curve of the land, and site the houses 
on them. This is economical in cost, and 
is asthetically satisfactory, because the 
forms of the dwellings follow the form 
of the landscape and we get unity between 
them. But we need not be too exact. If 
we follow every contour line we may get 
so much variety that the street pictures 
would be chaotic. If there are good views 
from the slopes we may be able to use 
them in our design. We could let the 
buildings face one way and site t so 
that there are diagonal views be nm 
buildings; or, if the site is steep enough, 
so that one building looks over another. 

“When we build against the contours 
we have to resolve the conflict in appear- 
ance between the slope of the land and 
the horizontal lines of the elevation of 
the building. We should site the houses 

, on an even slope so that we get an even 
rhythm to the stepped roofs. If the slope 
is steep we might set the houses at an 
angle to the road, or set them back one 
behind the other. This will reveal the 
end elevation which will have the pleasant 
appearance of climbing one above the 
other as we go up the hill. We can step 
up a symmetrical elevatioh quite success- 
fully; but there are many possibilities 
with asymmetrical elevations when we set 
one house behind another. The party 
wall may be used to stop the end of the 
balconies, which sets up a very nice 
rhythm. 

“Finally, we must be careful not to 

compose terrace houses in a symmetrical 
group across the contours as the slope 
conflicts with the symmetry.” 

*.* The final session will be reported in a later 

issve. 
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BUILDING LICENSING 
£100 LIMIT ESTABLISHED 


IN the House of Commons on Monday 

last, June 21, Mr. CHETWYND 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
could make any further statement about 
the licensing of building work, and par- 
ticularly the amount of work that 
could be done without the necessity for 
applying for a licence, 

Mr. Key replied: Yes, sir. Although 
economic conditions do not permit of 
any substantial relaxation of the building 
licensing scheme, I have to-day made an 
Order providing that a sum of not more 
than £100 may be ‘spent on any one 
Property in the twelve months starting 
on July 1 without applying for a build- 
ing licence. The position will be kept 
under. review, and should the new 
arrangement be found to prejudice the 
progress of urgent work it will have to be 
reconsidered. 

** The Parliamentary debate is continued on 
page 770. 
M.O.W. Statement. 

The Ministry of Works issued the fol- 
lowing statement on the new Order :— 

The Minister of Works announced in 
the House of Commons on Monday last 
that he had made an Order providing 
that a sum of not more than £100 may be 
spent on any one property in the twelve 
months starting on July 1 without apply- 
ing for a building licence. Hitherto the 
Minister has made Orders at half-yearly 
intervals fixing the limit, below which an 
application for a licence need not be 
made, at £10 in six months, with the addi- 


tion of £2 in any one month. 


It is not possible to introduce any 
greater relaxation at the present time, 
since there is as yet no general easement 
of economic conditions as they affect the 
building industry. Although a number 
of materials and components are in better 
supply, our foreign trade situation makes 
it impossible to allot all the steel and 
timber that would be needed to carry out 
many desirable building schemes. With- 
out a building licensing control on the 
present lines a great deal of work would 
be started that could not be finished 
within any reasonable time, and the 
urgent work that everyone wishes to see 
finished as quickly as possible (including 
houses and other essential buildings) 
would be slowed up by competition from 
work of less importance. 

While, however, the control must be 
maintained in_ effective operation, 
Ministers have always been anxious to 
make such relaxations in it as circum- 
stances might from time to time justify. 
There is now much work needing urgently 
to be done, particularly in order to make 
or keep houses fit for habitation, which 
can be carried out with materials readily 
available without drawing on scarce 
materials and without interfering with 
the progress of new building. It is to 
facilitate such work and to simplify the 
arrangements for its execution that the 
new Order has been made. Where a 
licence is required under the new Order 
it will, as in the past, be subject to the 
condition that the work must be started 
within two months, unless permission is 
given for an extension of this period. 

There. will be no change in the 
arrangements for obtaining timber 
licences and authorisations for steel; the 
shortage of these materials makes it quite 
impossible to introduce any relaxation at 


present. 

Local authorities have been dealing 
hitherto with all applications, irrespec- 
tive of amount, connected with housing, 
and with all other cases up to £100 in 
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value. Under the new Order they will 
no longer have to deal with cases out- 
side the housing field. ‘ : 

it is hoped t this change will bring 
some relief to the public, the building 
industry, and the staffs of the local 
authorities,’and that the new freedom will 
be exercised with restraint so that build- 
ing labour and materials will not be 
used on less essential works to the detri- 
ment of jobs of high national import- 
ance and urgency. 

The Minister is most anxious that. the 
machinery for control should be as little 
burdensome as possible. With this in 
view his: Department have reviewed the 
licensing forms and the detailed arrange- 
ments for the priority distribution of 
building materials with representatives of 
the industries concerned, with the result 
that useful improvements and simplifica- 
tions have been introduced. 


COST OF REBUILDING WAR- 
DESTROYED HOUSES 
LIMIT RAISED TO £5,000 

Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, Minister of 
Health, in a letter to Mr. Maurice 
Orbach, M.P. for Willesden E., who had 
taken up the case of a constituent who 
could not get her war-destroyed house 
rebuilt ‘within the limit of £3,000, states 
that applications. for rebuilding war- 
destroyed houses up to a limit of £5,000 
may now be considered. 

Mr. Bevan wrote: I have recently had 
under consideration the question of 
raising the limit on the cost of rebuild- 
ing of war-destroyed houses from the 
present £3,000, having regard to the fact 
that the rebuilding of the smaller houses 
is now either completed or well under 
way, and also to the fact that the number 
throughout the country which would cost 
more than £3,000 to build is compara- 
tively small. Applications within a limit 
of £5,000 may now, therefore, be con- 
sidered. 


BUILDING OF FACTORIES 
BAN LIFTED 


Mr. G. R. Strauss, Minister of Supply, 
after touring factories in north-eastern 
England on June 22, announced that the 
complete ban on the building of factories 
had now been lifted, and that many appli- 
cations to resume building and extensions 
in the north-east, as well as in other parts 
of the country, were being considered. All 
applications would be examined in the 
light of their urgency and the importance 
of each industry to the export trade. 


OBITUARY 


Lionel Upperton Grace, F.R.LB.A. 

We regret to record the death of Lionel 
Upperton Grace, F.R.LB.A., on June 12. 
He was born at Amberley in Sussex, edu- 
cated at Brighton Grammar School, and 
articled to Satchell and Edwards. His 
architectural studies were continued at the 
Royal Academy Schools and the Architec- 
tural Association. In he was 


’ awarded the Grissell Medal, and in 1903 


received the Royal Academy Gold Medal 
and Travelling Studentship. Under the 
latter award he travelled in France, Ger- 
many and Italy. He was elected an Asso- 
ciate of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in 1905, and a Fellow in 1912. 
From the time he took up private prac- 
tice to the date of foun the firm of 
Grace and Farmer, he carried out many 
restoration works in Sussex, a large 
office building known as Edificio Britan- 
ico, Buenos Aires, restoration works 
after the earthquake at Kingstown, 
Jamaica, and numerous offices and staff 
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quarters on the East Coast of Africa. Sub- 
sequently his major projects included 
Electra House, Victoria Embanknient, the 
head office of Woolwich Equitable Build- 
ing Society, and shipping offices in Cock- 
spur-street, W.i, Manchester, Beira, East 
Africa and Cape Town. In 1934 he under- 
went a serious operation, but his indomit- 
able spirit enabled him to surmount the 
resultant disability, and to within a fort- 
night of his death he continued to take 
an active interest in the practice. 


Horace Field, F.R.I.B.A. (retired). 
We regret to record the death, on 
June 16, of Mr. Horace Field, F.R.1.B.A. 
(retired), of Stuttles, Military-road, Rye, 
in his 87th year. He began architectural 
work as a pupil of Sir John Burnet, of 
Glasgow, and was subsequently articled to 
Robert W. Edis, F.S.A. He also studied 
at the Royal Academy Schools and 
South Kensington. His principal works 
were the new offices for the North Eastern 
Railway at York and London; the busi- 
ness premises for George Bell and 
Sons, and the “Church Times,” London; 
and banks for Messrs. Lloyd at Hamp- 
stead, Okehampton and elsewhere. 


E. H. Fryer. 


The death took place on June 20 of 
Mr. Edward Harpur Fryer, secretary 
since 1942 of the Automobile Associa- 
tion. Few of the architects who had 
cause to seek the help of his association 
will have known that Fryer was once of 
their company, having been articled to 
James Wright in Derby, and afterwards 
in partnership with T. H. Thorpe, 
F.R.1.B.A. Himself a motorist since the - 
early days in 1902, Fryer’s connection 
with the control of automobile affairs 
dated from the time when he became 
honorary secretary of the Derbyshire 
Automobile Club. He was 68, and had 
served on the Trunk Roads Joint Com- 
mittee of C.P.R.E. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Organisation and Efficiency in Building. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—May I be permitted to congratu- 
late you most warmly on the initiative 
and enterprise which you have displayed 
in arranging the friendly and candid dis- 
cussion upon the many difficulties at 
present facing the building industry, re- 
ported in your issue of June 18? | 

I feel certain that every progressively- 
minded individual connected with this 
great and important industry will read 
your report with keenness and interest, 
and.will welcome the very frank and con- 
structive ee of opinion which 
were given by those’ who took part. 

In your summing up you suggested 
that it had only been possible to scratch 
the surface of the problems facing the 
industry. Is it too much to hope that 
you will be enabled to arrange for 
further discussions on similar lines to 
that recently held and that your readers 
will take part in an exchange of views in 
your correspondence columns so that 
some at least of the many misconcep- 
tions prevailing in the industry to-day 
may be dispelled and an early solution 
found to some of our industrial problems’ 

D. E. Woopsine ParRIsH. 

1 Palace-gardens, 





Irish A.A, President. : 
Mr. DESMOND FrtzGeRraLp, B.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A., was elected president of the 
Architectural Association of Ireland for 
the coming year at a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation beld in Merrion-square, Dublin. 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 


ORGANISATION 

TWO POINTS OF VIEW 
TPHAT the building industry had 

Jagged behind other British indus- 
iries in rationalisation, modernisation 
and mechanisation was one of the points 
made by Mr. Harry WEAVER, divisional 
secretary of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers, in a lecture 
given recently to the L.C.C. Staff Branch 
of the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians. “The Organisation of the 
Building Industry” was the subject on 
which both he and Mr. ©. E. CarTer 
spoke. Following is a summary of Mr. 
Weaver’s remarks:— 

Post-war building has been seriously 
hampered because the building industry 
has lagged behind the rest of British 
industries in rationalisation, modernisa- 
tion and mechanisation. War-time build- 
ing revealed the extent to which the 
industry lacked the organisation to cope 
with large-scale planning and building. 
To get war-time contracts completed 
within reasonable time the Government 
was compelled to take over the task of 
planning, ordering and _ delivering 
materials, mobilising the men and super- 
vising the work. The employers virtually 
acted as agents working on a-commission 
basis. That such a state of affairs should 
he permitted to continue is disastrous 
from the point of view of those anxious 
to see Britain rebuilt. 

The importance of the industry in the 
economic life of the country can be 
gauged from the fact that more than 20 
per cent. of the total number of insured 
workers depend upon activity in building. 
he capital value of all buildings in the 
country is estimated at £3,500 million. 
1,250,000 men and women are employed 
in the building and civil engineering in- 
dustries at the present time. This vast 
structure is broken down into ineffective 
fragments. There are 200,000 employers 
and 100,000 bricklayers, i... two em- 
ployers for every bricklayer. 

This anarchic organisation, added to 
the gamble of the “lowest tender ” 
system of placing contracts, and that 
deadliest enemy of planning, speculative 
building, has brought the industry into 
disrepute, The effects of bad organisa- 
tion are little or no co-operation among 
builders, no co-ordinated research, a slow 
development >f standardisation, and a 
lack of systematised training of foremen. 
In the absence of any ing system, a 
Proportion of plant and machines are 
lying idle whilst jobs are held up owing 
to lack of plant. Of 20,000 bricklayer 
trainees, more than half have left the 
industry, having failed to find employ- 
ment. Less than half the estimated 
required number of apprentices are being 
trained, as the employers are unable to 
plan five years ahead. Employers are 
seeking to liquidate responsibilities 
already entered into. Figures for the 
month of April of apprentices indentured 
relative to 33,000 active building em- 
Pioyers in the London region are 30 by 
the L.C.C., 54 by apprentice-master 
schemes, and 45 by all other employers. 

Following a persistent campaign of 
criticism of the Building Trade Union's 
©pposition to payment by results, only 

O per cent. of the employers are 
Operating incentive bonus now 
that such systems are permissible by 
agreement, 

Building has been the last industry to 
Provide holiday pay and to introduce 
adequate welfare conditions. There is 
sull no real attempt being made to over- 
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come “ casualisation ” and to provide a 
guaranteed weekly wage. 

It is argued that small builders are 
assembled for maintenance work. With 
the exception of luxury flats and high- 
class commercial property, — buildi 
throughout Britain have been ‘brought 
down to a shocking state of deterioration 
by small “ bodging ” builders. A notable 
exception to this is the L.C.C. direct 
labour maintenance staff: and the local 
authorities. Industry must be treated as a 
social service to meet the social building 
needs of our people. 


A Reply to Critics. 


In replying to the points made by Mf. 
Weaver, Mr. C. E. CarTER, past-president 
of the Federation of Master Builders 
{London Region), said that the organisa- 
tion of the building industry was of 
interest to all in view of the large building 
programme which had to be undertaken 
in the near future. Following are some 
extracts from his talk :— 

At the present time building work is 
protracted, production comparatively 
low, and, as a consequence, building 
costs are high. There are some who 
attribute this to the present organisation 
of the employing side of the industry and 
suggest that it should be reorganised. As 
a remedy they suggest the concentration 
of employers, thereby reducing the 
number of firms or units. This, they 
claim, would result in economy in build- 
ing operations. Let us examine this 
dialectic assumption. The existing organi- 
sation is compatible with the varying 
needs and demands of a discriminate 
community. Building, which differs 
largely from other industries in its close 
connection with the life of the com- 
munity, has always been individualistic 
in its service, and in a community of free 
peoples such service will be demanded. 
There is little doubt that its activities up 
to the outbreak of war were efficiently 
and economically carried out within the 
framework of a competitive system. 
During the years of war the flexibility of 
the industry under the existing arrange- 
ments was apparent in the speed an 
efficiency it showed in adapting itself to 
the varied demands of the nation. The 
large firms undertook the extensive 
building works necessary to meet the 
needs of the armed forces and the smaller 
firms repaired the bombed homes and 
social centres. 5s 

In the vast building programme which 
is to be undertaken, necessitating com- 
mercial, industrial, public and domestic 
building, together with maintenance and 
repair of existing buildings, the industry 
can similarly meet the need of the nation. 
It is necessary, however, that it should 
have a guaranteed long-term programme 
and be free of bureaucratic control. The 
industry should be made more attractive 
to encourage the right of operative 
and to stimulate production. I refer par- 
ticularly to site conditions and a greater 
use-of mechanisation wherever it can be 
successfully applied. : 

There is little doubt that with the great 
advance the industry has made in the 
use of prefabricated units, much of 
the work now undertaken on the site can 
be satisfactorily and economically done 
in the works, reducing costs and 
giving the operative a greater opportunity 
of increa: earnings and continuity of 
employment. . 

In conclusion, let me say how conscious 
I am that the efficiency of this industry 
is not the result of the efforts of any one 
section of it, but is only achieved by 

tion between employers, tech- 
nicians, craftsmen and their labourers. 
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BUILDING LICENCES 


TREATMENT OF PROFESSIONAL 
FEES 

_ ON the subject of Licences for Build- 
ing Work (Defence Regulation 56A), the 
Ministry of Works. have issued state- 
ments deal with the treatment’ of 
certain essional Fees and , the 
Licensing of Increased Costs. 

1. Exclusion of professional fees from 
the total cost of a building operation: 
It has been represented that difficulty is 
arising as a result of the inclusion in 
Boneaee of the professional fees of an 
architect, a surveyor or an engineer act- 
:"g as such, and that these charges should 
ve omitted from the sum licensed. The 
Minister of Works has decided that in 
appropriate cases these fees may be 
specifically excluded from the sum men- 
tioned in the licence, and this will be 
on the re F neve on 

e licence, after ure ifyi 
the permitted cost of the ~ tt Baas se 


“exclusive of any professional fees 
paid to any architect, surveyor, or. en- 
gimeer acting as such in an advisory 
and/or supervisory capacity in connec- 
tion with the work.” 

The endorsement will not apply to the 
salary paid to an architect, surveyor or 
engineer who is a member of the staff of 
the contractor carrying out the work. 


Professional advisers or other 
should state when making an applica- 
tion for a building licence that the 
fessional fees have been excluded from 
the cost of the work and such fees will 
subsequently be treated as additional to 
the sum speci in the licence, pro- 
vided the licence is endorsed as already 
indicated; in any case of doubt the 
Regional Director of the Ministry of 
Works should be consulted. 


AMENDMENT OF LICENCES 
2. Amendment of licences to cover 


q increased costs: The sum authorised by 


a building licence is sometimes exceeded 
for reasons which could not be foreseen, 
although no work outside the scope of 
that licensed has been carried out. In 
such cases the defence afforded by sub- 
pecan (a) of paragraph (6) of Defence 
egulation 56A is available and the 
persons co ed are normally advised 
in writing t no action will be taken. 
It has been represented that the issue 
of such a letter does not resolve the 
difficulties of professional advisers who 
have to give a tertificate inconsistent 
with the licence, and as there is no power 
under the Regulation to issue retrospec- 
tive licences the Minister of Works has 
agreed that the sum shown on the original 
licence may be amended by the Licensing 
Officer, provided that a request for this 
to be done is made in writing by the 
building owner or the person paying the 
cost of the work. . 


This arrangement does not absolve the 
builder, or building owner,. architect or 
other pratense! adrian: from BB 
responsibility applying for a s 
mentary licence if t becomes age 
in the course of the work that cost 
will be exceeded. Prior approval will 


still be if work outside the 
Sicunion 10,5010 4nbh, oud & papain: 
tary licence will be issued for such work 

is i essential. In no circum- 
stances will an amendment to the 
original licence be made in any case 
where work outside the terms of the 
licence has been carried out. 
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BONUS PAYMENTS 
RESULTS OF A BOURNVILLE 
SCHEME 
(THE Bournville Village Trust (writes 


Mr. F. R. Barlow, secretary and . 


manager, the Estate Office, Bournville) 
has recently attempted to review the 
results of the bonus payments scheme 
started by its Direct‘ Labour Department 
in November last, and has assessed some 
of its advantages and disadvantages. An 
outline of the scheme and of our reac- 
tions to the way it has worked out may 
be of interest. 

The main principle is the division of 
the men into small gangs and the alloca- 
tion to each gang of the sections of the 
work as they fall due to be done; each 
trade group becomes a gang for bonus 
purposes, although, with a comparatively 
small staff, sit is necessary occasionally to 
split into even smaller numbers, the gang 
in some cases consisting of one man only. 

For work in hand when commencing 
the scheme, targets were based on similar 
work carried out since the war, allowing 
for a 10 per cent. saving to the employer 
to offset the rise in wages on Novem- 
ber 17, 1947, but subsequently pre-war 
output figures have been used. The target 
is quoted in cash and agreed with a 
representative of the particular gang, or, 
if necessary, after discussion with the 
whole gang. 

A record of hours worked on each 
operation is recorded on a printed sheet 
which shows also the target figure, a 
description of the work concerned, block 
number and costing order number. Cost 
is calculated by extending total hours of 
each man at his rate and adding any extra 
items such as travelling expenses, tool 
allowances, etc. Cost is compared with 
the target figure and any bonus earned 
divided amongst members of the group 
in accordance with the number of hours 
= man has worked on the particular 
task. 

Apprentices, improvers and young 
labourers are paid a proportion of the 
bonus rate in accordance with ‘their flat 
rate compared with that of craftsmen. 

By mutual agreement, labourers earn- 
ing the full flat rate have equal shares 
with tradesmen. As far as possible, each 
gang unloads its own material. 

_. Work is inspected on completion, and 
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“PRICE BUILD-UP TO-DAY.” 


The second large edition of Mr. 
Vv. C. Abell’s “ Price Build-up To-day ” 
—a reprint of a first series of articles 
which appeared recently in “The 
Builder” — is now exhausted and a 
third impression is now in hand. 
Orders, accompanied by cash (5s., or 
5s. 3d. post free), may now be placed 
with the Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2. 
Orders for six or more copies are sent 
post free. : 

A second series on this important 
subject is appearing monthly in our 


columns. 











anything found to be faulty has to be 
corrected before bonus is paid or must 
be done with the next job under bonus. 


The following may be listed as advan- 
tages of the scheme :— 


(1) Increases. in wages, as compared 
with mid-November, 1947, have been 
saved in nearly every instance. 


(2) The speed-up of work has saved 
overhead expenses and allowed houses 
to be let earlier. 


_(3) With experience it should be pos- 
sible to budget reasonably accurately for 
all labour costs, and control of costs 
should be improved. 


(4) The. record of information on 
labour costs should be valuable in 
future estimating. 


(5) Weak spots in the labour force are 
easily revealed by comparison of results. 

(6) Men co-operate in suggesting ways 
of speeding up work. 

(7) There is no fear that isolated groups 
away from supervision by the general 
foreman may not work hard. 


The disadvantages are:— 

(1) Considerable amount 
clerical work. 

(2) There is a slight tendency to scamp 
work. This was to be expected and it 
should not be too difficult to overcome. 

(3) Certain amount of discontent 
between groups at unavoidable uneven 
amounts of bonus payments. 


of extra: 
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(4) There is- some friction between 
groups on the job; for example, every 
trade likes to have a clear run when 
finishing. 

(5) Targets are difficult to fix. These 
are supposed to be agreed between em- 
ployer and men, but as neither side has 
sufficient data on certain items, this tends 
to result in a bargaining match. This is 
a trouble which should disappear with 
the accumulation of information. 

(6) Certain classes of work are more 
affected by bad weather than others, and 
if, for example, bricklayers have to keep 
knocking work for short periods their 
rate of laying bricks slows down through 
no fault of their own; this leads to some 
discontent when there is little or no bonus 
forthcoming. 

(7) Shortage of good labourers has 
handicapped bricklayers unfairly. 

It is early to pass any final opinion on 
the scheme, but at present there is no 
reason to doubt its success. 

I should like to suggest that the problem 
of productivity in the building industry 
involves a great number of circumstances 
besides the degree of incentive which 
wages and bonuses offer to the individual 
worker. 

Some time ago there appeared in The 
Economist some remarks, supported by 
a graph, about the decrease in the rate 
of building output. Is it not possible 
that fundamentally the decline in produc- 
tivity is due to the special circumstances 
which have arisen since the war, and 
which cannot be compared in a graph 
with circumstances existing in 1939, as, 
for instance, the disturbance of the 
balance of labour by the shortage of good 
building labourers; shortage of timber, 
which has meant that the trades other 
than carpenters have to do more work 
than before the war, and the carpenters 
less; and shortage of building labour. 
which has reduced the elasticity of the 
labour force engaged on each job? 

There are, of course, a great number 
of other factors. It is to be hoped that 
in any discussion of the building trade 
all sides will appreciate that there is 2 
large number of complex factors enter- 
ing into productivity, of which the 
willingness of the worker to work is only 
one; in turn, that willingness is affected 
by a number of factors, of which bonus 
payments is but one. > 
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Signature L.H.P. (Foreman) 
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Checked by L.B. (Wages Clerk’ 


* Apprentice; { Represents saving (£1 2s. 3d.) divided by adjusted total hours (97). +t Represents bonus hours multiplied by saving per hour (2#4.). 


*§ Tool allowances, etc. 
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SOCIETIES AND 


INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 
Notes from Council Minutes 


Following are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
May 4:— 

BritisH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE, 
1960: The Council accepted the invita- 
tion of the Wessex Society of Architects 
to hold the British Architects’ Conference 
at either Bath or Bristol in 1950. The 
Conference will thus coincide with the 
centenary celebrations of the Bristol 
Society of Architects. 

THE ALLIED SOCIETIES’ CONFERENCE: 
The Council approved a recommendation 
that in future three meetings of the Allied 
Societies’ Conference should be held each 
year. The first meeting for the session 
1948-1949 has been fixed for Novem- 
ber 9 next, at 11 a.m. 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF ULSTER 
ARCHITECTS 
Annual General Meeting 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Royal Society of Ulster Architects was 
held recently at 7, College-square-north, 
Belfast, and the following elections 
took place: president, A. F. Lucy, 
M.R.LA.L; vice-president, V. Smyth, 
A.R.LB.A.; hon. treasurer, F. McArdle, 
M.Sc., F.R.LB.A.; hon. secretary, A. 
Neill, A.R.I.B.A.; members of council, 
J. M. Aitken, A.R.1.B.A., R. H. Gibson, 
R.1I.B.A., J. H. Stevenson, F.R.I.B.A., 
. Bell, A.R.1.B.A., T. R. Eagar, 
R.1L.B.A., H. W. Scatchard, A.R.1.B.A., 
. M. Gamble, G. W. Reside, B.Sc., 
.B.E., J. D. McCutcheon, W. H. D 
cCormick, A.R.I.B.A. . 
In his presidential address Mr. Lucy 
said that mutual benefits were now being 
derived from the joint committee of the 
Royal Society of Ulster Architects and 
the Royal Institute of the Architects of 
Ireland which was set up about two years 
ago to consider matters of common. pro- 
fessional interest. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
Scholarships in Architecture ; 


THe Council of the Architectural 
Association announce the award of the 
following scholarships in architecture at 
the Architectural Association School of 
Architecture : — 

The “ Minter * Open Entrance Scholar- 
ship (value £100): G.. W. Ripley, of 
Bedford (Bryanston School). 

The “Sir Walter Lawrence” Open 
Entrance Scholarship (value £100): (Miss) 
K. Cholerton, of Leicester (Badminton 
School; Bristol). 

The Metal Window Scholarship (value 
75), presented by the British Metal 
Window Manufacturers’ Association, 
Ltd.: M. Cain, of London, S.W.1 
(Emanuel School). : 

The Metal Window Senior Scholarship 

alue £50), presented by the British 
Vietal Window Manufacturers’ Associa- 

yn, Ltd.: D. J. Dupree, of West Wick- 
ham, Kent (Northern Polytechnic School 

’ Architecture). : 

The Natural Asphalte Council Scholar- 

up (value £50), presented by the 
Natural Asphalte Mine-owners’ and 
\lanufacturers’ Council: C. E. Bagwell- 
Purefoy, of Walton-on-Thames (Brad- 
veld College). i 

The Northern Aluminium Scholarship 
‘value £50), presented by the Northern 
\luminium Company: R. A. Maguire, 
of Queen’s Park (Bancroft’s School). 

The Patent Glazing Scholarship (value 
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£50), presented by the Patent. Glazing 
Conference: R. G. Talbot Kelly, of 
Rugby (Rugby School). 


R.LCS. 
Junior Organisation 


At their meeting on Monday, June 7 
last, the Junior Organisation Committee 
elected Mr. J. OD.  Russell-Davis, 
F.R.LC.S., as Chairman, Mr. P. G. 
Jonas, M.C., A.R.LC.S., as vice-chairman, 
and Mr. D. J. E. King, A.R.LC.S., as 
honorary secretary, for the session 
1948 / 1949. 


HOUSING AND THE 
SMALL BUILDER 


MR. SLEEMAN’S VIEWS _ . 

The wider the door is opened to the 
private builder, who can build new houses 
at much lower prices than those at which 
pre-war houses are now changing hands, 
the less scope there will be for people 
who are profiteering in the sale of exist- 
ing houses, said Mr. F. M. SLEEMAN, of 
Exeter, president of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, at the 


half-yearly meeting of the South- 
Western Federation in Bristol on 
June 17. Large numbers of houses, said 


Mr. Sleeman, will have to be built by 
the private house builder before the 
housing problem can be solved. 


Sir Harry Selley on “ Frustration.” 

Sir Harry Sevvey, President of the 
Federation of Master Builders, made a 
spirited plea for the small builder when 
he spoke at a luncheon of the Society of 
Individualists at the Connaught Rooms, 
London, on June 17. 

Before he spoke, the chairman, Sir 
Henry J. Hoitoway, had mentioned 


* that the industry was very largely made 


up of small builders. Some said that was 
a disadvantage, but he would say that 
they had their place in the industry for 
it did not require a firm with a million 
pounds capital to send someone along to 
fix a washer, ease a sash or make a » ne 
fit over the carpet. 











employers have 
liability respecting possible injury to non- 
manual workers earning over £420 a year 
' (since such workers were not subject to 
the Compensation Acts). 
tion now goes, and the expectation is thet 
a larger number of claims will be made, 
with proportionately higher awards. 
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Sm Harry, speaking on “ Frustration 
in the Building Industry,” said the small 
men had always been the “ Cinderellas 
of the industry, yet they had erected thou- 
sands of houses for people, and he 
recalled that at one time they were build- 
ing houses at 5d. a cubic foot and still 
making a profit. 

At the present rate of el ot eae the 
housing problem would not be solved for 
years and years. So far, £53,000,000 had 
been spent on prefabricated “ hutments *": 
he would not call them houses. Officially 
they were to last 10 years, but he was 
quite sure some of them would be stand- 
ing, cluttering up good permanent hous- 
ing sites, for 40 years. If the same energy 
expended by . Government on the 
erection of these “ hutments”” had been 
used to give free enterprise a chance, per- 
manent homes for the people would have 
heen the result. 

Sir Harry mentioned unsuccessful 
attempts made by builders at Luton, 
Nottingham and elsewhere to get permis- 
sion to build houses with materials that 
were available and described an offer 
made by American builders to supply 
builders of this country with ‘sufficient 
timber for 10,000 houses. The timber 
was to have been delivered at Bristol, 
London, Hull and Liverpool to. ensure 
equal and easv distribution, but nothing 
had been heard from the Government 
since application had been made for per- 
mission to operate the scheme and the 
offer had fallen through. 

To-day, brick manufacturers had their 
yards teeming with bricks they could not 
use; timber merchants were bowed down 
with stocks for which they could not get 
licences to issue; manufacturers of 
materials and components had sufficient 
stocks, but still the Government with- 
held the hand of the house-builder. 


ACCIDENTS AT 


EMPLOYMENT 
STATEMENT BY INSURERS 


THe leading insurance offices have 
issued a joint statement as jo procedure 


when after July 5 next, under the new 
inclusive National Insurance Scheme, the 
Workmen’s Compensation Acts are re- 
placed by the Industrial Injuries Act. 


First to be noted (writes a correspon- 


dent) is that although the State now takes 
over responsibility for 
respecting workers’ accidents, it does not 
at the same time remove from employers 
' their standing liability at Common Law 
respecting such accidents. 


compensation 


Actually in recent years there have 


been very many claims at Common Law, 
and the cost to employers has been 
generally 
pensation 
that existing émployers’ liability policies 
_ should be continued. 


eater than under the Com- 
cts. It is important, therefore, 


The next point is that hitherto some 
not covered their 


This distinc- 


ft will be understood that (1) as from 


July 5 salaries and wages of all em- 
_ ployees will be included by employers in 
the annual adjustment statement; and (2) 
on the first renewal date after July 5 
premiums will be adjusted to allow for 
the fact that as from that date cover will 
- be restricted to Common Law, but wil! 
have been provided in respect of all 
employees. 


E* 
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-CONTRACTORS’ SITE 
OFFICES 
QUESTION OF RATEABILITY 
By James S. Clarke, Barrister-at-Law. 


MuE recent decision of a King’s Bench 
Divisional Court in John Laing and 
Son, Ltd. v. Kingswood Assess. Com. 
(1948, 1, A.E.R., 943) is of consider- 
able importance to builders and contrac- 
tors likely to be engaged on lengthy con- 
tracts. The question before the Court 
was whether contractors were liable to 
be rated in respect of “ contractors’ offices, 
canteens, huts, structures, etc.,” erected 
by them on a site upon which they had 
undertaken to construct an aerodrome. 
Some of these structures were built of 
brick, and others were in the form of 
portable sheds or huts, and they were 
to be used by the staff and employees of 
the contractors for the duration of the 
contract, which was expected to be about 
two years; at the end of that time they 
were all to be removed. It was contended 
for the contractors that they were not in 
paramount occupation of the premises as 
they were only there by permission and 
under control of the Air Ministry, for 
whom they were carrying out the work. 
Moreover, it was said that the land, form- 
ing part of a site upon which building 
and engineering works were being carried 
out, was “ struck with sterility," and that 
until the works were completed and occu- 
2g nobody could be rated in respect 
ol it. 

As for the occupation being beneficial 
to the contractors, it was argued that they 
had undertaken it in accordance with 
covenants in the contract, that it involved 
substantial expenditure by them, and that 
a hypothetical tenant, far from being 
willing to pay rent for such occupation, 
would only be willing to undertake it in 
return for substantial payments such as 
the contractors were in fact to receive 
under the contract. 


These contentions were considered by 
the Court, but not accepted. Lord Chief 


Justice Goddard pointed out that it had . 


been laid down by the House of Lords 
in Westminster Council v. Southern 
Railway (1936, A.C.511) that “ the crucial 

uestion must always be what in fact is 
the occupation in respect of which some- 
one is alleged to be rateable, and it is 
immaterial whether the title to occupy is 
attributable to a lease, a licence or an 
easement.” 


Although in this case the contractors — 


were only on the land by permission of 
the building owners, that permission, or 
jicence, allowed them to erect buildings 
for their use in the carrying out of the 
contract and to store on the land “not 
a bucket or half a dozen scaffolding poles 
but hundreds of tons of cement and other 
material which it would be very incon- 
venient to bring on day by day.” It 
seemed to the L.C.J. that the contractors, 
although mere licensees, were none the 
less in beneficial occupation of the land for 
the purpose of carrying on their business, 
because in order to carry out the contract 
they had to occupy some land in this 
manner, and had they so occupied some 
quite separate land they would clearly 
have been in beneficial occupation of it. 


As for the argument that the aerodrome 
was still in the course of construction and 
not yet in beneficial occupation, it was 
pointed out that what the rating authority 
was here seeking to rate was not the 
aerodrome but a hereditament compris- 
ing a number of structures already com- 
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pleted and_jn full occupation, and that 
therefore the proviso to §.37 (10) of the 
Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, to the 
effect that “an amendment consisting of 
the inclusion in the valuation list of .. . 
a newly constructed hereditament shall 
have efiect only as from the date when the 
new .. . hereditament comes into occupa- 
tion” did not apply so as to shield the 
contractors from liability. 

At first sight this opinion, which was 
concurred in by Justices Humphreys and 
Pritchard, gives cause for some alarm to 
all builders and contractors, but the ex- 
tent of its application was somewhat 
modified by the L.C.J. in his concluding 
remarks. 

He foresaw that if the decision went 
higher and was upheld, rating authori- 
ties might claim to include in their valua- 
tion lists hereditaments which hitherto 
had not been included on the grounds 
that they were occupied by builders and 
contractors on land on which buildings 
were being constructed. But he said: “ It 
has always to be borne in mind that it 
has been poitited out that the occupation 
must be something more than & mere 
transient or purely temporary occupation 

. . and it may very likely be that the 
rating authorities would not be entitled 
to rate a man who is building a small 
house or something of that sort, and who 
for the purpose of cenvenience puts a 
load of sand or gravel on the land on 
which he is going to build. I say nothing 
about that because each case must depend 
on its own facts, but in this case the build- 
ing has occupied a very considerable 
period.” In fact, Messrs. Laing’s con- 
tract was to last for about two years, 
and what lesser period of occupation 
might involve liability remains an open 
question. 

As the L.C.J. hinted, this matter may 
yet go higher, but meanwhile builders and 
contractors would do well to acquaint 
themselves with the principles of the de- 
cision, and to make provision for its 








possible effects in future contracts. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The £100 Limit, 

Arising out of Mr. KEy’s statement on 
the £100 licence-free limit (see page 766), 
Mr. CHETWYND asked if the Minister 
was satisfied at this moment that there 
were adequate building materials to meet 
the concession and that the concession 
would not cause a drain of manpower 
from essential house building. 

Mr. Key: Any materials normally’ in 
short supply would need to have a W.B.A. 
certificate for their priority in this work. 
Therefore, I think we need fear no com- 
plaint of shortage of supply of these 
materials. So far as labour is concerned, 
the present position is such that ordinary 
decorating labour is available. 

Mr. Coiiins asked what effect the 
concession would have on the licensing 
powers of local authorities who were now 
working on a monthly margin. 

Mr. Key: Local authorities will be 
asked to take into account the amount of 
work below £100 during the previous 
period and make allowances for that in 
the succeeding period. 

Mr. Hicks asked the Minister whether 
he was aware that the labour chiefly re- 
quired would be decorative labour, and 
not much general building labour. 

Mr. Key: Yes, sir; and decorating 

labour is not in short supply at the 
moment. 
_ Mr. Vane asked if. the £100 did not 
include any element of the cost of the 
owner’s own labour, as was the case with 
the original £10. 

Mr. Key: So far as the individual 
owner is concerned, his labour will not 
be taken into account, but the volunteer 
labour of anybody else will have to be 
accounted for. 


Zonal * Conferences. 

Mr. Goronwy Roperts asked the 
Minister of Health why resentatives 
of the Press were debarred from attend- 
ing and reporting zonal housing con- 
ferences; and if he would remove this 
disability. 

Mr. Bevan said that the zonal con- 
ferences were informal meetings arranged 
by the Minister of Works to facilitate 
free discussion of’ building subjects 
between local authorities and Govern- 
ment departments. He did not think any 
change in the present arrangements was 
called for. 


' Construction Costs. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH asked the 
Minister of Works what was the respec- 
tive price and estimated cost per house 
of 900 superficial feet in 1938 and fo: 
the most recent convenient date of each 
of the principal materials used in the 
construction of a traditional house. __ 

Mr. Key said that prices varied 
according to locality, and the cost per 
house varied, in addition, according ‘© 
type of construction and specification. 
The following figures must therefore be 
regarded as lying within a wide range ©! 
variation :— 




















1938, December, 1947 
Cost hei Cos 
Price. per 
aloe ~ hous 
£ Se 
Bricks woh.) 54h 56 95s. 100 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
Timber. phen met £13 © % £70 10s. | 141 
ing per per 
cation. standard. standard. 
Cement ‘ 47s. 20 73s. 31 
; ton. per. ton. 
eo bal- o. 17 lis. 6d. 32 
&. per per 
cu. yd. cu. yd. 
Roofing tiles ..| 53s. 4d. 13 | 108s. 6d.| 26 
per 1,000 per-1,000 
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Welsh Slate Industry. * 

Mr. Key said, in reply to Mr. 
Goronwy Roserts, the Hibberd Report 
on the Welsh slate industry, as presented 
to him, included certain information ob- 
tained in confidence from individual 
firms. A version excluding this con- 
fidential matter was, however, being pre- 
pared, and would be sent to representa- 
tives of employers and employees in the 
industry shortly. , 


Sand and Gravel. 

Sir RaLpH GLyn asked.the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning what was 
the policy he was adopting in regard to 
the excavation of sand and gravel required 
for building and similar purposes; what 
instructions had been issued to regional 
and local authorities as responsible for 
planning in regard to the scope for which 
permission was given for such excava- 
tion; and whether any obligations were 
imposed on contractors in regard to the 
way such excavation and transport of 
material was to be carried out and the 
condition in which such sites must be left 
on conclusion of their operations. 

Mr. SILKIN said that applications under 
the Planning Acts were normally dealt 
with by the apprepriate local planning 
authority and were considered on merits. 
As regarded the last part of the question, 
planning permission in these cases was 
nowadays invariably. «subject to condi- 
tions relating to order and method of 
working, access to roads, siting of plant 
and after-treatment of the land. He 
hoped to be able to give further guidance 
to’ local planning authorities before long 


and the Report of the Waters’ Commit- - 


tee, the first two parts of which would 


be published shortly, was likely to have 


an important bearing on these problems. 


Housing Licences. 

Mrs. MIDDLETON asked the Minister 
of Health whether, when he had under 
consideration the question of raising the 
ceiling figure for licences for house 
building, he would also consider favour- 
ably raising the level of loans obtainable 
— the Small Dwellings Acquisition 

ct. 

Mr. BEVAN said he would not. This 
would require legislation. 


House Building Costs. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH asked _ the 
Minister of Health when his Committee 
on House Building Costs would be re- 
porting. 

Mr. BeEvaN said he expected to receive 
the Committee’s report this month. He 
would be ready to consider publication 
when he had had an opportunity of 
studying it. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland when his 
Committee on House Building Costs 
would be reporting. 

Mr. Wooppurn said he hoped to 
receive the Committee’s report in the 
early days of July. 


Brick Prices. 

Mr. Marptes asked the Minister of 
Works on what date in 1948 his depart’ 
Ment sent a letter agreeing to an increase 
in the maximum prices bricks; 
whether it had since been adhered to 
by the Government; or for what reasons 
it had been from. 

_Mr.. Key said that on February 16 
his department notified the National 
Federation of Clay Industries that he pro- 
Posed to agree to an imcrease in the 
maximum prices of bricks. The imple- 
mentation of this decision, however, was 
pie by the removal of statutory 
ontrol. 
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Permanent Prefabricated Houses. 

Mr. Bevan, replying to MR.. HOLLIs, 
said the Howard house was supplied to 
local authorities under the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Building Materials and 


- Housing Act, 1945. No final a were 


yet available. The nationally agreed 
prices for the B.LS.F., Wates and 
“ Basiform”™ houses were £1,307, £1,274 
and. £1,210, or £1,222 respectively. These 
prices were subject to increase, because 
of rises in wage rates and costs of 
materials. 


Craftcast Houses. 

Sir WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health in view of the fact 
that Craftcast houses were not pre- 
fabricated and had received a 100 per 
cent. favourable report from the Burt 
Committee and were approved by his 
department, particulars of which had been 
sent him, why his permission to continue 
to erect these houses had been refused; 
and in view of the fact that Messrs. Craft- 
cast, Ltd., had been given the necessary 
permits to acquire specialised plants and 
equipment to the value of £20,000 for the 
express purpose of producing these 
dwellings and for exporting the equip- 
ment overseas, particulars of which had 
been sent him, why he had cancelled 
their building licences. 

Mr. BEvaN said no licences had been 
cancelled, nor had permission to erect 
been refused. The firm had the same 
freedom to build for local authorities as 
any other contractors. 


Future Programme. 

Mr. PLatts-Mitts asked the Minister 
of Health when it was proposed to lift 
the ban on new housing construction im- 
posed by him on local authorities in 
September of last year. a 

Mr. BEVAN said that the hon. member 
appeared to have misunderstood the 
action taken, as no such ban was imposed. 
As regards the future programme, he 
would ask him to await the statement he 
would be making on June 25. 





Montague House Contract. 

Messrs. Alfred J. H. Sprague and Son, 
of 32, New Cavendish-street, W.1, point 
out that they act as joint quantity sur- 
veyors with Messrs. Harris and Porter 
in connection with the Montague House 
contract which we referred to in our 


issue of May 28. 


SAMUEL 
GRATRIX 


LIMITED 


For all BUILDERS’, PLUMBERS: 
and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 


LONDON : 
139/49, Fonthill Rd., Finsbury Pk.,London,N.4 
ARChway 4431 (3 lines) 


GLASGOW : 


45, Cranston Street, C.3 Central 4964-7 


LEEDS, Gratrix (Leeds) Ltd. : 
34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds, 10 Leeds 24554 


MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 
Quay St., Manchester,3 324 660: 



























neral aspects of layout and con- 
erecta of -foul and surface ‘water 
drains and private sewers, ler with 
anc works, from the building to the 


course. 
are those likely to be met with in hous- 
i schools, etc., and are limited 


the laying of not ing 12 
ying of sewers e 
inches in diameter, Initially ce is 
required before a drainage scheme is de- 
signed, and with the plans and other in- 
formatiea. which should be submitted to 
“ae authority. % 
uidance is given on general design 
considerations Ps drainage systems, with 
particular reference to layout, ventila- 
Advice is tn 1 aed otk een 
ice 1s inclu ON gullies, intercepting 
traps, adients and connections. A de- 
tailed ription of air, water and other 
tests for various types of pipes is given, 
and a comprehensive list of British Stan- 
dards covering materials and components 
likely to be used in drainage work is 
provided. This is the main code in the 
general building series for drainage ser- 
vices; the following sub-codes already 
issued deal with the various aspects in 
detail:—301.100, “Sewers and drains up 
to 12 in, diameter”; 301.101, “Excava- 
tion for drainage work ”; 301.102, “ Sewer 
connections”; 301.103, “Concreting of 
sewers and drains up to 12 in. in dia- 
meter ”; 301.104, “ Manholes.” The main 
code is subject to amendment before final 
publication. Comments shouldbe sub- 
mitted by July 10. Copies may be ob- 
tained from the British Institu- 
tion, 24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, pri 
2s. post free, proof reference CP(B)724, 


BROADCAST RECEPTION 

The Codes of Practice Committee has 
issued, in draft form, Code 743, “ Broad- 
cast Reception: Sound and Television by 
Radio.” Comments received up to 
= 24 will be examined by the Code 
and Drafting Committee. The final draft 
will be submitted by the Engineering 
Services Sectional Committee for ‘the 
approval of the Codes of Practice Com- 
mittee. Copies of the draft code may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, 
price 5s., post free, reference C.P.(B.)743. 


OPERATIVES’ CONFERENCE 
TWO RESOLUTIONS 
Two resolutions on the subject of 


nationetisation were brought before the 
recent conference of the National Federa- 


- tion of Building Trade Operatives at 


Clacton. 
The first was that “this conference is 
of the opinion that the Executive Com- 
mae seer give ae ae 
to implementation of nationalisi 
building industry. and, if ible to 
i is about during the lifetime of the 
present Government. The resolution 
was passed. The other, “ that in view of 
leks te gukite uaa af tex ioe. 
le to public p , 
a scheme be drawn up by the Executive 
Committee, with the advice of experts 
on the matter, for submission at the 
appropriate time,” was referred to the 
Executive Committee. ' 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Guide to Slough. 
An official en oe na ye 
petdac te eB of Slough has 


by. Pyramid Press, 173, 
Mevieaeenna Nt 
a in Dublin. 

An investigation into the possibilities 
of prefabricated houses to ease the posi- 
tion in Dublin is being penn eouil 
present by the Housing Consultative 


Council and the Director of Housing. in 
the Dublin area. 


The Queen Anne Statue. 


THe Queen Anne Statue in Queen 
Anne’s-gate is to be renovated by the 
Ministry of Works. The work will be 
carried out by Messrs. Marshall Andrew 
~ wa Ltd., 31, Queen Anne’s-gate. 


City Urges Restrictions Removal. 


Worcester City Council have decided 
to tell the Minister of Health that in 
their opinion the time fs now opportune 
to withdraw entirely the current restric- 
tions on the number of licences permitted 
to be issued for the erection of houses 
by’ private enterprise. 


An Explanatory Memorandum. 


The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning has issued an _ explanatory 
memorandum in connection with the 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development) Order, 1948. The 
memorandum is published by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 3d. net. 


New Officers. 
At a recent meeting of the Council of 


. the British Cast Concrete Federation, Mr. 


R. H. Bates, M.B.E., was elected chair- 
man for the ensuing year and Mr. M. 
Girling vice-chairman. Mr. N. F. Spence 
was re-elected president. Thanks were 
expressed to the — chairman, Mr. 
H. W. Jenks, M.B.E., for the services 
which he: had rendered during his year 
of office. 


Mr. E. W. Hall. 


We regret to announce the sudden 
death in hospital of Mr. Ernest William 
Hall at the age of 52. Mr. Hall joined 
‘the firm of Engert and Rolfe, Lid., 
asphalt and roofing felt manufacturers 
and contractors, of London, E14, in 
April, 1910, and was for some years the 
head of the outside contracting depart- 
ment. He was appointed a director of 
the firm in April, 1946. 


National Plumbing Studentships. 


A National Plumbing Studentship 
scheme was inaugurated by the Plumbing 
Trades National Apprenticeship Council 


this year with the award of four student- . 


ships. Each studentship is valued at £50, 
and enables a successful candidate to 
undertake a tour of selected works,sbuild- 
ing manufactories and ships in order 
that he may increase his knowledge of 
the various materials in daily use for 
plumbing purposes. The awards are 
allocated to each of three aleas in Eng- 
land and Wales and one in Scotland. 
This year the following awards were 
made :—D. N. Devenish, 25, Colin Park- 
road, N.W.9; H. Glover, 306, Padgate- 
lane, Warrington, Lancs; J. S. Naylor, 


< Ang ltown, dag Leeds; and 
—— 3, Alexandra-street, 
Denteciiee e. 
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“BRIAR PATCH” DISPUTE 


Fs ayes SILKIN, go the gee re 
of Town and Couptry Planning, having 
carefully Sarigae the report of —= in- 
spector who the recent public 
me cee at Bracknell into the “ Briar 
dispute, has decided to endorse 
eage decision of the Eastham d rural 
district council that the building should 
be removed. However, he has instructed 
the council to defer action for another 
six months in order to give Mr. Kirby a 
chance to find another home for himoelf 
and his family: Mr. Kirby has, of 
course, already been offered alternative 
accommodation by the council, which, as 
Mr. Silkin ‘stresses in a letter to Mr. 
Kirby (June 15), is, in the opinion of the 
inspector who conducted the inquiry, 
superior to “ Briar Patch,” Mr. Kirby's 
present home. 

The letter, which starts off by detail- 
ing the long history of this case, points 
out that for two years the council, in the 
course of correspondence with Mr. 
Kirby, have made it quite clear to him 
that his building contravenes the law, 
that he has had ample warning that they 
could not tolerate it, and that it must 
come. down. 

The Minister writes in his letter: “ The 
facts appear therefore to. be shortly that 
you started the erection of this build- 
ing without authority; continued it des- 
pite the formal notification of the coun- 
cil’s refusal of permission; did not choose 
to exercise your right of appeal to the 
Ministry but instead made a further addi- 
tion to the structure; further. that you 
took no steps ‘to appeal to a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction when notified that 
the council were obliged to proceed to 
demolition.” 

An official statement continues:— 

There is no doubt that the building is 
a part of a thoroughly bad piece of de- 
velopment, and therefore, were it to be 
allowed to remain in spite of all the 
warnings which have been given, it would 
become impossible to prevent other 
people from following Mr. Kirby’s 
example. Thus the enforcement of 270d 
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planning — become im- 
possible, the whole community 
Pore eee as a result of the actions of 
a few individuals. 
These factors, cou with the fact 
that Mr. Kirby has a been offered 
alternative accommodation, have con- 


vinced the Minister that the Council’s 
action was fully justified. 


WAGES DURING SICKNESS 


Many employers who wish to act 
justly towards their employees under the 
new National Insurance Scheme are con- 
sidering their future policy with regard 
to the payment of salaries and wages 
during enforced absence through illness. 
There is quite general ment that it 
is unwise that payment should be greater 
during such absence than while at work. 
A great many different arrangements 
exist between firms and their staffs, rang- 
ing from payment of full wa Meg ‘during 
sickness, without deduction of N.H. bene- 
fit received, to half-wage payment with 
some deduction respecting benefit. Such 
arrangements may be legalised by put- 
ting them into writing. s 

The following way of dealing with the 
matter was recommended at a recent 
meeting of members of the Industrial 
Welfare Society: Employees are to be 
advised that it is not the custom of em- 
ployers to pay wages during sickness 
absence, but since they do not wish em- 
ployees to suffer loss they would be pre- 
pared to make a a a during sick- 
ness which, with the N.I. benefit, would 
provide an income of the customary 
amount. It would be for the employee 
to establish his position, which he could 
easily do by showing his employer 
the covering statement of the rate 
at which National Insurance was being 
paid. This form would accompany 
the first payment of the benefit and any 
subsequent change of rate. 

Guidance in special cases may be 
obtained from the Society at 14, Hobart- 
place, S.W.l. 


TRADE NEWS 


Zinc Bulletin. 

“ Zinc Bulletin: 4,° recently published 
by the Zinc Development Association, 
Lincoln House, ‘Turl- street, Oxford, in- 
cludes features on *“ Zine Alloy Castings 
and the Export Drive.” and a modern 
house which has been constructed with 
a zine roof. 


A Motor Scraper. 

A 12-page booklet (A1154) is now avail 
able free of charge, illustrating, describ- 
ing and giving specifications of the 
LaPlant-Choate Motor Scraper—the self 
propelled earth-moving scraper. Copies 
are obtainable from the LaPlant-Choate 


Manufacturing Co. Inc., Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, U.S.A. 
New Booklets. 

Jack Olding and .Co., Ltd., Cater- 
pillar Island, Hatfield, Herts, have 
issued four booklets on some 0° 


a equipment they distribute, includin+ 
ractors, bulldozers, scrapers and the 
Hyster “Hystaway” dragline, clamshe!! 
and crane combination for use with the 
“Caterpillar ” tractor and bulldozer. 


Prefabricated Health Clinics. 

The first block of new offices for th¢ 
National Health Services is being co™ 
structed for the Birmingham Corpor 
tion. The system of construction is that 
of Orlit precast concrete units. The fact 
that no interior partitioning is of a lage 
bearing nature provides an elasticity © 
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advantage of this i i 
possibilities of complete replanning and 
construction of interiors to suit the 
changing needs of medical science. 
Contractors’ Jubilee. 

Higgs and Hill, Ltd, building and 
civic engineering contractors, of Crown 
Works, South Lambeth-road, S.W.8, re- 
cently celebrated their fiftieth anniver- 
sary by holding a party at the Dorchester 
Hotel, London, for members of the staff 
and their wives. To mark. the occasion 
of their jubilee they have published a 
brief history of the firm for circulation 
among its members. The company be- 
gan trading in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century, but it was not until 
1898 that it became a limited company. 
Work carried out by the company in- 
cludes the construction of Swan and 
Edgars, Dickins and Jonés, the Park 
Lane Hotel, Libertys, Gillette's factory 
on the Great West-road, and Hoover's 
factory at Perivale. 


Modular Standard Building Units. 

The Besser Manufacturing Company, 
ot Alpena, Michigan, U.S.A., have 
recently drawn our attention to their 
Modular Standard Concrete Building 
Units. The American Standards Associa- 
tion, in co-operation with. the American 
Institute of Architects, have developed a 
basis for the co-ordination of dimensions 
of building material in order that advan- 
tage can be taken of the economy, of 
having all building material standardised 
to 4in. increments, includjng masonry 
materials. The Besser anufactur- 
ing Company have adapted these recom- 
mendations for dimensions and applied 
them to their concrete building units. 
Thus the width, height and length of all 
units now ag in in. For example, a 
block 15% in. long plus ? in. mortar joint 
equals 16in. modular length. The pro- 
ducts of the company in which modular 
dimensions - have been incorporated 
include concrete building blocks (includ- 
ing bull-nosed type), beam lintel blocks, 
chimney blocks, floor tiles, solid slabs, 
and L-corner blocks. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Carnwath.—Additions and alterations at public 
school, Architect, W. Watt, Albert-st.. Mother- 
well. 23 houses at Park site. Architect, Ss. 
MacColl, Beckford-st. Offices, Hamilton. 

Carstairs.—New lice bidgs. and _ police 
ea Architect, W. Watt, A Dert-at., Mother- 
well, 

_Edinburgh.—Power station at Portobello for 
Edinburgh T.C. Kinnear and Donkin, cons. 
engineers, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Fochabers.—Conversion of Gordon Castle to 
holiday centre for Scottish Family Holidays, 
Ltd., 19, Alva-st., Edinburgh 2 {£50,.000). 

_ Glasgow.—Alterations and “additions at_Par- 
tickhill-rd. Architect, W. Gladstone, 172, Bath- 
st. Alterations and additions at Aitholl-gdns. 
Architects, Weddle and Thomson, 216, Bath-st. 
Alterations and additions at Wigton-st. Archi- 
tects, Laird & Son, 87. St. Vincent-st. Altera- 
tions and additions at Dumbarton-rd. for the 


Western Infirmary. Architect, R. Love, 10. 
Kingsdyke-av. Alterations and additions for 
the Scottish Wholesale Co-operative Society, 


Ltd., at Glenalmond-st. Society’s architects are 
preparing the plan. New surgery block at 
pe wey oe rd. and  Church-st. Architects, 

Haghes & Waugh, 206, Sauchiehall-st. ~Altera- 
tions and additions at tre Scottish Amicable 
Life Assurance Society Offices. Architects, 
Burnet & Roston, 180, Hepe-st. Alterations 
and additions, Botanic-cres. Architects, Burnet 
& Boston, 180, Hope-st. Alterations and addi- 


tions Hontly-gae -gdns. Architects, Wilson. Honey- 
_ Bath-st 
ew offices and welfare bidgs. 
to be erected by ‘om Preducts (Glasgow). 
Litd., 131. West Regent-st., 


man & Jac 
u 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


‘PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 

Full details of Public Appointments open 

be found in the Advertisement pn fe 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


gy Plog: 3 ypc Ronee in- 
cluded in this list see previous re 
with an asterisk are adveriived in this number 
@ dates a e heads are 

for the. submission of tenders, aa car 
pee yarn me © ior tioas ; name 
and address the ad ar oa em 
from whom Ba Bin Bently: afl of 


ipremaerg 
+ Bishop Aucktand “OD. —&8 houses (2 con- 


tracts). M. C. Robson, architect, Station-chbrs. 
Dep. £3 3s 


, JULY 2. 
+*Greyden C.B.—52 houses at New Addington 
estate. B_E. 


Runcorn U.D.C.—46 houses at 2 sites. E. & 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 
T C.C.—52 houses at Roscrea.- Secre- 


tary, C.C. Offices, Courthouse, Nenagh. Dep. 


£1. 
JULY 6. - 

Blackwell R.D.C.—8 houses at Albine-rd.. 
Langwith Junction, Derbyshire. Arthitect, 

Dale Close,” 100, Chesterfield-rd. South, Mans- 
field, Notts. Dep. £2 2s. 

Blackweli R.D.C.—4 houses at Hili-crest. Shire- 
brook, Derbyshire. © Architect, “ Dale Close,” 
we. Cuesterield. -rd. South. Mansfield, Notts. 

D. 

Bucks ©.C.— Proposed Infants’ School at 
Cippenham, Slough. Clerk. County Hall, Ayles- 
bury. Dep. £5 5s. 

Cromer “v0.05 pairs of houses at Links 
estate. Dep. £2 

“Harrow ube. pairs of ey and 40 
flats at Camrose-ave., Edgware. E. & &., —— 
an Uxbridge-rd.. Stanmore. Dep. £2 pire 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch &.D.C.—11 
of houses at 3 sites. F. Henshaw (F.). 
Andover. Dep. £2 Pog 


minster Bank-chbrs., 
i iy heuses at 


t*K ston-upon-Thames 

Barnshekt -ave. BS. Dep. 

Rhondda U.D.C.—44 eae at various sites. 
E. & 8. ~ £2 2s. 

Runcorn R.D.C.—22 houses at 2 sites. EB. & 8. 
Castle Park, Frodsham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Salford £.C.—Supply and erection of steel- 
work for school at Claremont Farm, Park-la., 
Salford. C.E., Town Hall. 

Shebbear Beaworthy, N. Devon.— 
Dining-room kitchen extensions, for 
Trustees. F. R. 8S, Yorke. E. Rosenberg and 
C. S. Mardall (F. & A.), 2, Hyde Park-pl., 
London, W.2. Dep. 22 2s. 

ell R.D.C.—-%6 houses at  Retford-rd. 
and Whinney-la., Ollerton. S. Cooper, architect 
and S.. 8 Westgate, Southwell, Noite. Dep. 


£2 23. 
JULY 6. 
Berkshire Mental Hospita!l.—2 pairs of houses 


at Papist-way. seg oe C. Smith & Son 
(F/A.), 164, Frior-st.. Dep. £2 * 
Dublin T.C.—52 rar (sone at ‘abra West. Cit 

gee Exchange-bidgs., Lord Edward.st. 


$ 3s. 
t*Dukinfield Boro.—42 houses, Yew Tree-la. 


VITROLITE 


Wall Lining for 
HOSPITALS - CANTEENS 
KITCHENS - HOTELS 


BATHROOMS - LAVATORIES 
ETC., ETC. 


Supplied only or fixed 
by experienced staff. 


D. W. PRICE & SON, LTD. 


GLASS MERCHANTS 


Braemar Works, Neasden Lane, 
London, N.W.10 (Tel.: GLA. 7811-5) 


Also at 
PECKHAM, S.£.15 & TAUNTON 














1 pair sites. 

beep Seas Montagu Hoase, Huntingdon. 
Malton U.D.C—18 houses at Highfield-rd. 
—— Gay D. Channon, Market-st. Dep. 


Down) U.D.6.—2 houses off 
pS Architect's Office. Town Hall 


he ldridg + £0.—(0) eae io seieoad 
at A eC ¥ tary ry schoo 
(b) new county primary school at Pheasey 
estate, Great Barr, n © kitchen for 
Bridgtown county ag ow 4 and C. of E. volun 
tary primary schoo pong ands id) kitchen 
and dining-room at Lichfiel id Central C. of 
voluntary secondary modern school. A. C. 
Stillman, architect and S., County Edacation 
Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. Deposits: (a) £2 2s. 
(bh) £4 48., (ce) £2 2s., and (d) £2 2s. 

JULY 6. 

Berkshire C.C.—Adaptation of eX Howse. 
Upper Warren-ave., Caversham, and 17, Eastern- 
ave., Reading. CA, 35, Bath-rd., Reading. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne C.C.—10 houses at. Blackett. 
Ord estate. C.A. 

South Molton R.D.G.—4 houses at pane. 
A. G. Oxtand, 8, East-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

hertsey U.0.C. “sh anak Hill 
Cc vu. —S houses i 

estate, Otiershaw. . V. Davies, E. i c 


ULY #®. 
Bedworth p.C.—6 houses Furnace 
aie par + & &., 13%, Newton-rd. Dep. 
1 Is 
t*Enfleld U.D.C.—116 houses at 3 
Frank Lee, 7, Little Park-gdns., Enfield. 
“>. 2s. each site. 
R.D.C.—6 cotiages 
2. Marlowes. . £2 Ng 


R.0.6.—10 aires houses ” Catter- 
Pailton. 8., 2%, Warwie® Est, Dep 


aD. as 1 pair of ice houses at Crose 
dene-ave., Dudley's Fields. BE. & S Dep 


sites. 
Dep. 


JULY 72. 
*Beds. C.C.—Alterations and renovations at 
Pirton Hall. Hitchin. C.A. Dep. £2 2s. 
G.B.--10 bouses at 
Femi rd. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
East Ham €.8.—Repairs and “teawatline at 
s Sanatorium, Woodford Green, Essex. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
H €.C. — Kitchen and dini 
at Kimbolton county primary school. C. 
Walden —— Huntingdon. 
Ossett ¥.C.—28 houses and 6 ——— at 
Swithenbank estate. B.S. Dep. £2 
“Ware &.0.C.—12 houses = St. Versants 
estate, Great Amwell. §&., 97, New-rd. Dep. 
£1 Is. 


JULY 13. 
Margate T.C.—20 houses at Conbd, site. 
B.E., 4, Grosvenor-pl. ‘tl £2 2s 
bye 
Friern Garnet De. a flats at Colney 
He) >. E. & &. "fan Clerk.. Dep. 22 2s. 
.B.—56 houses, ee estate 


an 4. pnen estate. B.E., 37, Wellington- 
sq. Dep. pa 
“Kendal Boro 


—18 houses on Se apy ee site. 
eee, A.M.1I.Mun.E., BE. Dep. 
2s. 


R.D.0.—% houses at 3 sites. 
Roe, Stevenson : — Tl, Great Victoria-st., 


Belfast. : 
*Yeovlt 7.C.—10 houses at Larkhill. Petter. 
Waerren and Roydon Cooper (FF.), Old 


Oxford Inn, West Hendford. Dep. £2 2s 
JULY 15. yi 
* Dartington os. Flats and houses at a 
sone. am A. Tornbohm (A.), Boro’ A 


£1 

leageeve U.D.C.—42 — “ay 10 bungalows 
Yorath be srehiteste Victort Bie pop lier 
s, ac # 

Tanetalt, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 17. 

"Petworth ®.D.C.—10 houses, Piiaeets,. 
P. @- ae | (L.), 2, Chertsey-st.. Guildford 


site The Sane), MEM ne. ioe: as. 
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rs ee. High Wycombe, Bucks. Dep. 


. JULY 19. 
Po, Pang) Born houses at Wood-rd. estate, 
ame 4 = poe ga” gp A sages Council 
Perches 0.036 houses on oe sites. 


E. & 8., Westbury Manor. 2s 
“Faccien u.o nso-rd, E. & 


.—8 flats, 
8., Se i Fareham. ro = 2s. 
.c.—8 Skinner, 


tikley — 
Whitton Crofted. 
c.c. ea —. at 


ing ston-upon-H ull 
Brickeelbare. City A., Guildhall. Dep. £1 
“Salford ©.C.—64 flats at Regent-rd. city E. 
Dep. £3 3s 


JULY 2. 

Ambie U.D.C.—19 pairs = houses at Links 
estate. E. & 8. Dep. £5 5s 

Derby T.6.—Pair 


uaiece” Thos. W. 
£2 2s 


“Newent &.D.C.—4 houses, etec., . Broms- 
berrow and 4 at Moat-la., Staunton. . S. Jen- 
kinson, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Radcliffe T.C.—12 ey by at Bolton-rd. 
housing site. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

*St ogee dwellings at 
B.E. 8. Dep: £20 


of police houses at Fore- 
East (E.), Boro’ A. Dep. 


Tarling-st. 
. 


JULY 23. 

“Darlington C.B.—Kitchens and dinitg halls 
(2 separate schemes) at Eastbourne secondary 
school. Boro’ A., Central-bidgs., Darlington. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

JULY 24, 


*Maidon R.D.C.—8 houses, Si. Braxted. 
4 houses, Woodham Mortimer. I. M. 
E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 26. 
Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—22 houses at Stanney 
estate. E. &8., Queen-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 28 
8.C.—40 nats at Bounds Green- 
ag RES & tS. Dep. £2 
NO aceon 
res: eg oe R.D.C.—62 or 76 houses at 9 
sites. J. Stace Masey, Council Offices, Bimport, 
Shaftesbury, Dorset. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 3. 
“Essex C.C.—Exiernal painting and repairs 
to Maldon modern secondary school and school 
house. H, pe sh ni -A., Chelmsford. 


and 
Nicholson. 


Macctesfield R. ob Rvterns! painting of 40 
houses at 2 sifes. 8 


a pe 8.c. —Supply of paint ag 6 months 
ending March 31, 1949. BE & 


“Whitby U.D.C. . ae oe erie of oak 
bleck nts a to public library. E. & 8., Council 
Offices, ilda’s-ter.. Whitby. 


JULY 8, 

Leicester C.C:—Installation of heating and 
hot-water sapely at new mw vat a school, 
Gwendolen-rd vington. City A., 7, Newark- 
st. Dep. 22 2s 
*Luton 7.0. External redecorations at Town 
Hall. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


JULY 

Beds C.C.—Remodelling of heating system at 
Dunstable Northfields Secondary Modern School. 
County A., Shire Hall. 


JUL 
*Bognor Regis O.0-0— Sup ly and erection 
of —, link fencing - 2 atherleigh- gdns, 
estate. E. & 8. Dep. £1 


JULY 13. 
Derby C.B.—Exiension of water supplies, etc., 
at Market Hall. Housing zarootan, Council 


House, silat Bn a sce £2 


Y 21. 

Caine and eneamnans R.D.C.—Painting 64 
council houses at 9 sites. W. E. Stevens, Dallas- 
chbrs., Marshfteld-rd., Chippenham, surveyor. 

JULY 22. 

“Sunderland C.B. Education Authority.— 

Supply and installation of central heating and 


hot water apparatus. Education architect, 
oe ge Villas, Ryhope-rd., Sunderland. Dep. 
2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND *® 
: WATER WORKS 
JULY 3. 


+Hawarden R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Aston and Sandycroft sites. Arch. & 8., Council 


Offices. 
JULY 5. 
Bexhill B.C6.—Roads and sewers at Ninfield- 
gt ty s, a“ 9 4° c tat 
T.C.—Roads, etc., at Coppice estate. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


Colwyn Ba +a —Roads 
Mochdve. B.E. &8 

Crewe T.0.—Laying of 760 lin. yds. of con- 
crete pipe culvert of 24 in. to 36 in. dia., 810 lin. 


and sewers. at 


asbestos cement mains, etc. E. 


THE BUILDER 


ds. of 42 in. to 66 in. dia., 86 lin. yds. of 67 in 
9 sewer, stc., * R of Leighton Yaltey 
stormwater sewer. B.B. & 8. Dep. £5 5s 
Newcastle-on-Tyne » o% Sy and sewers at 
Blakelaw Souder aueke y EB. 
Nuneaton gry Roads ae ears at Cald- 
wel] estate. — A.M. Inst.C.E., Council 


House. Dep. 
9 Roads and sewers at Brookfield 
estate. BED & 8. 2s. 

York ©.€,—Reconstruction < | dosnray pump- 
ing station. C.E. & A. Dep. £ 


JULY 6. 
Sige oe to sewage disposal 
works. yi oe 
Lieyn &. en ying 3 approx. 4 miles of 
3 in. dia. water mains, .e for Liangybi and 
Chwilog ge supply. R. Jones, Metro- 
bidgs., Pwilhe 4 i A Dep. £2 *. 
Truro n.0-6.-Cast iron or asbestos cemen 


water mains at Newlyn East. R. W. warren, 
Rural Council Hall, River-st. Dep. ‘£2 2s. 
JULY 7. 


St. —, C.C.—Roads and sewers at 3 sites. 
E. & S., The Grange, 16, St. Peter’s-st. Dep. 
£1 1s. 


JULY 8. 

Eten R.D.C.—600 lin. yds. of road with sewer 
and surface water draifiage. Sir John Brown, 
A. E. Henson and types (F/F.), 117, Sloane- 
st.. SW.1. Dep. £33 


JULY 
Bradford se. hecmmmteralion of roads at 
Leeds and Whitehall-rd. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Chesterton R.D.C.—5,170 lin. yds. of 4-in. dia. 
&8. Dep. £2 2s. 
tThorney R..C.—Laying of approx. 47 miles 


of water mains, ete. Clerk of Council, 10, 
Priestgate, Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 12. 


Sou C.8.—Laying of approximately 
418 yds. of 21 in. dia. spnn-iron pipes, 914 yds. 
of 18 in. dia. spun-iron pipes, and 48 yds. of 
12 in. dia. stoneware pipes, etc. B.E. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


Wolverhampton C.B.—Roads and sewers at 


Moreton estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 16. 

Kettering R.D.C.—Sewage disposal works at 
Srearhind. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, 
6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £3 3s 

JULY 17. 


Crickhpwelt 8.D.C.—Provision and laying of 
approximately 2,250 yds. of 15 in. and 720 yds 
of 9 in. dia. stoneware pipes at Gilwern., 
Thomas & Morgan & eat ae” 23, Gelliwastad- 
rd., Pontypridd. —— kg 


Caine and Pen Bg R.D.C.—Laying of 
approximately 1,600 yds. of 3 in. water main, 
eic., at Upper Seagry. Council E., Bewley 
House, arshfield-rd., Chippenham. Dep 
£2 23. 











ELECTRO-PLATING 


BY A HOUSE OF UNRIVALLED 
EXPERIENCE & REPUTATION 


1873-Established 75 years -I948 


SILVER, GOLD & CHROMIUM 
BRASS, COPPER,NICKEL & TINPLATING 
OXIDISING. LACQUERINGe STOVE ENAMELUING 


Repairs ¢ Restoration 


WE Specialise in replating 
BUILDERS & ELECTRICAL 
FITTINGS 
MASS PRODUCTION CAPACITY 
AVAILABLE 


FOR PLATING & POLISHING NEW GOODS FOR HOMES EXPORT 


JOHN WILKINS: Colro. 


231-243 ST. JOHN ST. CLERKENWELL 
LONDON 


E.C.1 
phone: TERminus 2176/8 
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AUGUST 3. 


CG. of a ig 

dia. atet pipes from Upton to. Bovine! 
ia. pes hon 
Herbert Lapworth, P. rs, and re Deacon 
and Gourley. 6& , Victorias, S.W. Dep. fn. 

Lexden and W aR. Se 

laying of about 500 yds. of 5-in. pipes and 2 ne 
of 4in. pi ott and Btanley 
House, am-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 %. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chetene.--Rommenee for Diseases of 
the Chest at. Brompton Hospital, Fulham-rd., 
S.W. Saxon Snell _ Phillips, architects. 
9, Bentinck-st., W.1. J. Cleverly & Partner, 
quantity surveyors, 47, Telos -sq., W.1. 

Fulham.—Hovsine.—B.C. to acquire: 916 
(inclusive) and 31 and 32, Parthenia-rd.; site at 
Lillie-rd. (south); and sites at Winslow-rd., for 
housing purposes. 


Greenwich.—Fiats.—24 flats at Beaconsfield- 
rd., Greenwich, for Wellington eens. 
Ltd., #7, Charlton Church-la., 8.E.7 

Hackney.—Hovsinc.—B.C. seeking ~ acquire 
land at Holly-st. for erection of 4 houses at 
£7,065. 

Hammersmith.—Hovsine.—B.C. to acquire 18 
22 and 24, Chaneellors-rd. and 3 to 6, Melrose- 
terr. for prefabricated bungalews. 

Hornchurch.—Hovusinc.—M.H. approved allo- 
cation of further 80 houses to B.C. 


Hornsey.— FLats.—37 flats at Chureh-la. J. H- 
Melville Richards, A.M.LC.E., B.E. 


St. Pancras.—Hovsine.—L.C.C, granted per- 
mission for use of Bartholomew-rd. depot as 
extension to Peckwater-st. site. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—R.D.C. propose 20 houses 

at Rarsen: rd., Measham. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.— Rev. W. R. H. Hall. 
of parish church, proposes day 


rector and P.C, 
schools. 

Bishop Auckland. —U.D.C. to build 58 houses- 
Architect, M. C. Robson, Station-chbrs. 

Blackburn.—E.C. propose schools at Lammack 
and Intack estates. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved :—Additions to mill at 
Oakenbottom-td., for Oakenbottom Mill Co.. 
Ltd. ; additional office accommodation at Falcon- 
st.. tor Cleansing Dept.; dining-room at Great 
Lever C.E. school, for E.C 

Bury.—E.C. propose County Junior School at 
Goshen. 

Clitheroe.—T.C. approved works canteen at 
1 nee Lime Works for R. Briggs & Sons, 

t 

Consett.—U.D.C. negotiating for purchase of 
land for housing at Hamsterley. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose community centie at 
Allesley. Vicar and Parochial Council of Sioke 
parish church propose memorial chapel and new 
organ chamber at £10,000. R. B. Craze (F.> 
as & Craze), 33, Trevor-sq., Knightsbridge, 


Cumberiand.—Pithead baths to be erected at 
Risehow colliery by Miners’ Welfare Joint 
Council. 

Droitwich.— Worcestershire C.C. propose 
county junior school at 7-acre site. F. G. Lomas 
TAR te 60, The Tything, Worcester. 

Essex,—Rochford R.D.C. approved application 
for permission -to erect R.C. church at 
tion of Ashingdon-rd. and Roche-ave., for K.C 
authorities. 

Essex.—E.C. proposes to acquire 21 acres: My 
land fronting Furtherwick-rd and Brambie-i 
Canvey Island, for erection of Secondary 8c io 

Hazel Grove. —Cheshire E.C. propose health 


centre. 
Hebourn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to build another 8&8 
houses. Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- 


st., South Shields. 
Heywood.—T.C. 


approved :—Alterations [o 
Seven Stars 


, ublic-house, .Tower-st., Crown 
Brewing Co., Ltd., Rechdale-rd., Bury; site off 
Regent-st.. for dining- room and kitchen for 
Bullough Moor Council school for Lanes. C.C. 

Hinckley.—Leicestershire C.C. propose count) 
primary school at Westfields. 

‘ Keni .—-U.D.C. propose 20 houses on 
sites. 

Kirbymoorside. ~—North Riding E.C, prepose 
special residential school for crippled children 
at Welburn Hall. 

Liverpoot.—T.C. prapose :—10 shops with flats 
ever at Cantril Farm estate; 48 flats at Brook 
House estate. . Brookes & Sons, Ltd.. 
Skerton-rd. Bakeries, Old Trafford. Manchester 
16, propose factory at Kirkby Trading estate. 

Lewestoft.—50 Orlit) houses and 20 traditional 
houses ‘on site No. 1. 32 houses at Harris-ave- 
G. Gentry, A.M.LC.E. 


Maghull.—British Legion ‘branch members 
propose new headquarters and Legion hall. 
Manchester.-— canteen and 


propose sch 
play space at Gorton, at £23,736. 
Mansfield.—T.C. a ed -—Traini 


ie centre, 
for committee of Ma 


Station-dr., eld Sea 
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Cadets; alterations to pees rs Ste Church-st., 


for Mansfield sewers Se td. 
Middtesbrough.— Slnacne plans for two 
plocks of shops and houses at Therntree estate. 
Middieton. — West Riding C.C. propose 
operating theatre at Sanatorium. 
Mortey.—T.C. approved canteen at Fountain 
Works, Fountain-st., for Watson Bros. 
Newcastle.—Vaux Associated Breweries, Lid., 
sunderland, te build public-house at Edgefield- 
ave., Fawdon, wr. Newcastle. Plans by 
Hetherington & Wilson, County-chbrs.., 
approved. 
Newcastle (Staffs).—Tilsley & Lovati, Ltd., 
propose factory on site at Hilditch 


coe .-R.D.C. propose additional houses at 
Glasinfryn. 
Gtley.—U.D.C. prepose 5 prefabricated 


houses and 20 traditional houses at Weston-la. 

Padiham. — Lancashire C.C. propose day 
nursery at £11,000. 

Preesall.—U.D.C. propase development of site 
at The Mount for shopping centre, civic build- 
ings, library, village hall, ete. 

Radecliffe.—-T.C. propose 59 Wates houses af 
\insworth. 

R le.—T.C. 
freld Mills, Crawford-st., 
Lid.; extensions at Arkwright Mill, Roach-st., 
for Lancashire Cotton Corporation, Ltd., Black- 
friars House, St. Mary’s Parsonage, Manches- 
ter 3; additions tu Harp Mill, Queensway, for 
Lancashire Cotton Corporation, Ltd. ; additions 
at Larkfield Mill, Haigh-st., Empress Shoe & 
Slipper Co... Ltd. 

Rugby.—T.C. approved alterations and addi- 
tions to Ditton House for conversion inte hostel 
for workers for English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—102 houses to be built by 
U.D.C. at Greenside. 

St. Albans.—M.H. approved R.D.C. 

a further 50 houses. 

Salford.—E.C. propose county modern school 
it Hope Hall, Eceles Old-rd., Pendleton. J. C. 
Prestwich & Sons (FF.), Bradshawgate, Leigh. 

Scarhorough.—40 ac res of land at High East- 
field Farm to be used for houses by T.C. 
Wilkinson & Smith, architects, nares plans 
for alterations to Opera House, St. Thomas-st., 
for York Theatre Trust: Alderson & Allen, St. 
Nicholas-st., Searborough, architects for addi- 


approved :—Warehouse, Cross- 
for Orama Mill (1929). 


erecting 


tions to Castle Works for Plaxton (Scar- 
borongh), Ltd. 
Scarborough.—North Riding C.C. propose 


additions to Technical Institute at £10,000. 

Shethetd.—Lawrence Wilson & Sons, Ltd. 43, 
Rockingham-st., propose works and offices at 
Rockingham-st., Trafalgar-st. and Broad-la.— 
iC. approved ‘plans for Littledale rmeighbour- 
hood unit No. 1 and Manor Park neighbour- 
hood unit No. 2, fer Housing Committee. 

Silverdale (Staffs).—Rev. H. E. Relph, P.P. 
Church of the Sacred Heart, High-st., proposes 
Catholic Church at Knutton. 
Southend-on-Sea.— Licensi 
plans for alterations to Shoe 
Alexandra Hotel. 

; —T.C. proposes 50 houses at Rufford- 

rd. site, No. 1, Crossens. 

Swansea.—T.C. to build 5 shops at West Cross 
estate and 4 at Gendros estate. 

Tipton.—T.C. approved factory at Great 
Bridge for Bradley & Arnold, ‘Ltd.—T.C. propose 
) houses at Upper Church-la. and Denbigh 
estate. 

Urmston,— Lancs E.C. propose county college, 
Woodsend estate, Flixton. 

¢ Warrington. —T.C. propose police houses “t 


justices approved 
uryness Hotel arid 


‘hester-rd. and Taylor-st. junction, Wellfield- 
a Harbord-st. and Dorothea-st. 
Well .—Northants CC. propose ex- 


tensions to Proyinnd.n rd. county primary school 
at £18000. "A. N. Harris (A.), C.A., County 
Hall. Northampton. 

Whitefield.—K.C. Authorities ptopose second- 
iry modern school. 

Workington.—T.C. propose houses for agri- 
iltural workers at Harrington Farms _ estate. 
York.—Canon Cecil F. Farrar, St. Wilfrid’s 
Rectory, Petergate House, propose Catholic 
urch at Muneaster éstate. 
Zanzibar.—Hospita!l at Wete, for Health De- 
artmvent, Provincial Gevernment, Zanzibar. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. — 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

* Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

‘ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted -by H.M. Government 
departments. 

An —~ y ollgate- 
ps Fw he gar ng oft groupe 9 at Tr LI; — 


for 
Hurst,” Weyhill-rd. *A. J. Dunning & Sons 
Prinklow Lid., Weyhill, Hants, £17,844; *A. 
I riakiew & Co., Ltd., Highlands-rd., “Andover, 


” aeahaieadiae —20 houses at Burton-rd., 
Measham, for, R.D.C. V. G. Bott, A. & E. 
Quantities by’ V! G. Bott: tGee, Walker & 
“ater, Lid., Uttoxeter-rd., Derby, £31,010. 


: Banbury. —40 houses for B.C.: tW. & A. Collis- 
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8 —73 houses at Mayesbrook Park © 


estate ‘art Il): *Tarran Industries, Ltd. 7, 
Warwick House-st., Cockspar-st.; 5.W. i, £60,098. 


—A dw at Shirley 
Wickersley- rd. site: TWi Lovatt g- 


Ltd., 27. Ashiey-pi., §.W.1. £116,320. 

ight houses at Mill- la., for U.D.C. 
John’ L.. “hanooell (L.): *Ripleys, Ltd., Mose- 
ley-st., Ripley, £9,806. 

Bury.— irs to roof at Market Hall, for 
TC.- 4. adwick, B.E.: “George Brown & 
Son, 8, Edwin-st., £1,562 

.— Factory ‘for West Cumberland 
Industrial Development Co., Ltd., to be let to 
Derwent Manufacturing Go., Lid.: *Thomas 
Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth. 
h.—18 “ Airey” houses for U.D.C.: 
*Pearson & Blackwell (Doncaster), Ltd., 
£25,455. 

Darlington.—12 houses at Aycliffe, fer R.D.C.: 
*Dunn & Duonwell, Lid, (15 at Midaleton St. 
George); *H. Parvin & Son (9 at Sadberge) ; 
*Boddy & Bell, Ltd. 

Daventry.—34 houses at six sites, for R.D.C. 
Braunston (6): *“Bopsworth & Wakeford, Ltd., 
Daventry, Northants, £8,351; Yelvertoft (6): 
*The A.C.M.E. Building Co.. Ltd., Northamp- 
ton, £8,190; Weedon (6): *BonsSor & Wilding, 
Lid., Northampton, £7,300; Lilbourne (2): *The 
Dawkins Construction Co., Crick, nr. Rugby, 
£2,991; Long Buckby (8), Kilsby (6): *The 
A.C.M.E. Building Co., Ltd., Northampton, 
£10,800, £8,540. 

Derby.—Two pairs of police houses at Kings- 
way: *C. Hammersley, The Chase, Littl 
Eaton, Derby, £5,943 

D ster.—10 experimental houses at Wheat- 
ley Park estate, for T.C. R. Ford, estates 
S.: *C. Moyser & Son, 22, Cressways North, 
Wheatley Hilis, Doncaster, £11,856 

Edgware.—24 houses at Kenilworth-rd. estate: 
*Matthew James & Co., Ltd. 

Enfield. — Rebuilding 65 houses at 274-276, 
Willow-rd., and 9%, 98 and 100 Lavender-hill: 
*E. Dover & Co., 18, Western-mansions, New 
Barnet, Herts. 

Felling-on-Tyne.— Extensions to county school : 
*Constables, Ltd., Great House, Newcastle. 

Felixstowe.—8 houses at site No. 4, west of 
Grange-rd.. for U.D:C. Architects, Cautley and 
Barefoot, The Thoroughfare, Ipswich. *Randall 
and Williams, 259, Britannia-rd., Ipswich, 
£10.561. : 

Guildford.—Completion gf work at Guildford 
Cathedral. Edward Maufe, R.A., 139, Old 
. Wg <7 st., S.W.3: *Dove Bros., Ltd., Cloudesley- 

Is lington, N.1. 

a —Station dwellings at coastguard 


a 
station, Hartlepool : *N. Hewitt, Haswell, Co. 
Durham. 

Hornchurch.—Fight houses at Marylands 
Green estate, for B.c.;: *Parrish (Builders), 
Lid., £8,720. 


Hove.—50 houses at Sunninghill estate, an 
T.C. (24): *Saunders (Contractors). Ltd., 
gess Hill, £234,514;. (14): *Knight Bros. (B’ tan), 
Ltd., Brighton, £20,580; (12): *A. Alldritt, 
Hove, £18,040. 


PATENT 
a 


AYGEE 


ALUMINIUM wae SYSTEMS 
and LEAD CLOTHED STEEL 


Enquiries Invited 


AYGEE ur. 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 
London, S.E.1. ‘Phone: WATerloo 6314 


BARS ONLY SUPPLIED IF REQUIRED 

















775 
Kensington.—( f 21 and 23, Here- 
unnereieg ° pa 


= mto flats and maisonettes. - 

tects ‘Arcon, ‘1, Piccadilly, W.1. t 

surveyors, Davis, Belfield & Everest: 

Andrew & Co., Lid., 31, Queen Anne’s-gate, 

S.W.1, £10,000. < 

Tick W “ - M Gibson one: Ey *O. H. Miran 
wick. . Gi 

Rackford-la., North Anston, Sheffield, £10,950. 


Liandudnoe.—12 houses at Maesddu site, for 
U.D.c. J. H. Edwards, &. “BE, Jones, ‘orm. 
Si., —— (6); *McNeill *& Co., Somerset-st., 


£7,245 (6). 

Lendon ( Lat ga gs 3 oe. 
Establishnrent, site works, etc., .— 
estate, Iichester: = Singleton é aan Cent 


Raed Works, Y 

‘London (Air ).—Contracts to the 
value of £500 or over for the week ended 
June 19:—Surface dressing work: Hadsphaltic 
Construction Co., Ltd., E-C.3; The Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
weather Mechanical Grouting Co., % 
The Western Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ld. 
Cardiff; North Lonsdale Tar Macadam, Ltd 
Sheffield ; The Penmaenmawr and Trinidad Lake 


Asphalt Co., Ltd., Liverpool 2. Wirksworth 
boee a Lid., N.1. 
(M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 


Mow fe for week ended June 12:— 
London : Society of Civil Servants and Trez- 
sury, Palace-chbrs., Bridge-st., 8.W.1, oceupa- 
Sienal cgeviaee, G. —. 4, Buckingham- 
2 A ngus; Murroes School 
Foot P. Graham & Sons, Main-st., Raénkfort. 
a Public School, ‘classrooms. 
Aaa Industries, Ltd., Cobden-st., Montrose: 
craigs Public School, hempersty 
Industries, Lid., Cobden-st., Montrose; 
Muntoees Academy, temporary classrooms, Pur- 
vis Industries. "itd. Cobden-st., Montrose. 
Cheshire: D.P.E.C., Poalton-rd. Wallasey, 
Cheshire, sliegatons. J. aS 
rd., Lite Sutton, Wirr Cheshire Cumber- 
land: Windscale Won ‘Sellafield, ‘installation: 
of steam heating and services, Matthew | & 
Co., 26-28, Dorset-sq., N.W.1; i. TY Me e. 
scale, houses, G. & J. 
Fenton, Rickson’ Trent. De 
Ivy Toft, 24, renee roe snot 


a N.L., 

it and adaptations, H. E. Davies wies Builders) 
& &., 53, Court-rd., Wrexham. Tophill 

School, St. George’ 's-rd., Portla : el 

accommodation, G. Black wel & Sons, 308, 

chester-rd. Wey Durham : Senior Girls” 


School, Wingate, Co, Durham, 

rooms, H. Hewitt, Station Works, Haswell. 

Co. Durham. Essex: Ministry of Food, 267-269 

and 381-383, Cranbrook- -ave., Gants Hill, Dif 

alterations, repairs and decorations of new 

offices, Thomas Bates & Sons, The Old Brick-° 

works, Church-rd., Hareld Wood, Romford,. 

Geral of taomeees ete yn W. Tode 

mova rom ence works, 

man & Son, Chelsea. 

County nigh ‘School, sildershet school dining: 

accommodation, & Lion: 
Herts: NSW ic 


Works, Farnham, ay 
‘Hostel, Jackmans-pl., Letchworth, Herts, in- 
ternal ‘painting, Francis Newton, %, Tilehouse- 
st., Hitchin. Jsle of Wight: Osborne House 

+ sues & 


Gowes Fig roy SB hot I, A. 
‘ievenabies : Hill Gin Se 4 


Son, Lid. ouse, ~ RB 

LO.W. Heady 

Heywood, ‘Lancs, dining-room a Fi ra aa 
(Parker & Calvert, Ltd., Pinest., Heywood, 
pce Rg tS i’ ae w Fearnley & Sons 
tions for § 

(Salford), LAd., iecles New-rd., Salford 5, Lancs, 
Middlesex : Bordeston School, Brentford, “Middx., 
seneerety school ao G. T. Crouch. Lid. 


3-5, ames-st., -on-Thames; 
Griffiss, Bushey My Teddington alterations 
and adaptations. G. T.. Crouch, IAd.. 36, 
Thomas-st., Kiogsiee- -on-Thames.  Northumber. 
land: Crofton- School, Blyth, Northumber- 
land, provisional ¢ ooms, Adam R 

& Co., East Park-view, Blyth. Nottinghams. 
shire: Miners’ Hostel, Eastwood, aor 


Mesers.. Ford & Weston, Lid., 
Dore, Renfrewshire . South “artbartte eat 
forks, 


alterations Bae adapta 


tions. 

: ernon-st., Mary- 

hill, Glasgow. Hoaburghahire EVN. eel. 
Hawick, alierations and tations, J. Crow 
& Sons, 37, Haddington-pl.. E aren: Sussex - 


pte Senior School, Eas temporary 
ie buildin Walter Tiewellyn & Sons, 

Ltd., 3, Co eld- rah Eastbourne. Warwick. 
shire. Peacock’s Abbey-st., Nuneaton, 
Warwigk ieee an and adaptations to form 

NUL offices, G. E. i. Wincott, Lid., 6, 
Coton-ré., Nuneaton. York County 
Erimp School, Driiantes, M/¥ 1 

; £8, 

Spring-st., Hull; Broadway bit or- 
lands-ave worth, Barnsley, cu 
huts, Walter Dank & Son. -et., v: 
UNI, papote House, Holgaterd., York, re 
pairs and alterations, Ainstey Bui Esfater. 
Bec Acomb, gant. Norfolk « By old 
Freer School, Docking. kitchen and dining- 
room, Walter Son. Téd., Ventnor 
House, London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk. 

q (War Dept.).—Contracts placed for 


week ended June 12:— 
Omagh : Hutting work. de J. Seallon & Sons. 
lAd., Irvinestown, Co. Fermanagh. po oe 
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Road work, N. W. 


ton, York. Yorks: anaes steel 


crete — Sangwi 


Duna & Co., Lid., Reaping 
Pembroke- 
 B. Brooker, 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 





BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 


OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the industry 





ENROL NOW 


| SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





"Phone or write : 


Secretary : 


26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘ EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 


will be forwarded. 
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Abverporth, Cards. Dorset: Painting work. 


work, Henry T. 





June 25 1948 


Elmden: tCook & Co 
traditional at Wimbish : 
— Walden 


mies os: ; ay 


Surrey. Hants: Tarspr and gritting work, Aon Eight ‘houses at Shenley-la., 
H._ V. Smith & Co., inster, 8. Lendes Bragg £ for R.D.C.: *Davies & Rentow!, 
Lowestoft. Reinstatement of Gunton holiday Ltd., toria-st., St. Albans, £10,336. 
camp. F. M. Dewing (F.), Prince of Wales-rd., scitteon, 36" houses and six bungalows at 
Norwich : *R. J. arter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. Rising Brook estate, for T.C.: *E. G. Lester, 

Mai factory at. Cox Green, for Cannock-rd., Staffo £27,650. 
Vandervell Products Ltd., Western-ay., W.3. Swansea.—130 banneletra at Penlan estate 


Steelwork : *Redpath. Brown & Co., 26a, Albe- 
marle-st., W.1. 

—Structural 
1 Primary school, for E.C.: 
Lid, Middlesbrough. 


M 
Thorntree No. 
*Dorman Long & Co., 

Mitford and Launditch.—Two bungalows and 
two pairs of houses at two sites, for R.D.C. 
Harold Marsh (L.). Mattisshall (two bunga- 
lows): a ae 2, Commercial-rd., East 
Dereham, (owo houses) : *Boltons 
(King’s Pom sees King’s Lynn, £2,720; 
Beetley (two houses): *Boltons (King’s Lynn). 

620. 

Neweastle.—(1) 150 houses at Montagu estate, 
Section B, for T.C. City A.: *Cussins (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 3, £181, 471, 

Northfleet.—12 ere at New House Farm 
estate. for U.D.C.: TL. R. Obee, 10, East Kent- 
av., Northfleet, ei m0. 

North Shields.—Aiterations and adaptations 
at -Y¥.M.C.A.. bldgs., North Shields: *J. H. 
Fisher & Co., Kenton-la., Newcastle. 

Radcliffe.—14 houses at. Bolton-rd., 
J. Kay, B.S.: *P. Fairclough, Ltd., Clive-st. 
Saw Mills. Bolton, £10,199 (8); *Bower, Moffatt 
t Co., Waterloo estate, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
£7 821 (6). 

Reading.— Mid- south | Primary school, North- 
umberland-av.. for E.C. C. H. A. Willett (L.). 
town hall. H. A, Sandford. cons. engineer, 2 
Gate-st., W.C.2: *H. Russell, Reading-rd., 
Woodley, Reading, £31,864. 

Rugh $e “ Airey’ houses at Dunchurch, 
for Wh. tDrury & Co., Ltd., Leicester, 
£24 380. 

Saffron Walden.—Foliowing houses for R.D.C. 
Four “ Airey, at Great Sampford: + Braintree 
Construction Co., £5,840; eight “Airey” at 


Moor Court, 


for T.C. 





——s 








Patent 
“Air Pomp " 


Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








steelwork for 


and Gendros ig "A: WW. Hawksley, Ltd., 
Gloucester, £190. 

Swansea.—T.C. oe build 60 houses at Penlan 
estate, part 2, group 2; 100 at group 3; and 50 
at group 4. (Direct labour.) 

Tamworth.—36 houses, Amington-rd. site, for 


‘65, Thuriston- -av., Shel- 
don, Birmingham 26, £43,666. 
Warrington. —14 houses at Dallam Farm 
estate, for T.C. J. ¥. Hughes, B.S., Municipa! 


T.C.: *Crossley Bros., 


bldgs., Bank-pk.: *W. Peak, 17, Church-st. 
haf bear £15, 917. 
airs of houses with paths, drain- 


a i oe = ing-rd., for U.D.C. *Dernie and 

Bell, Lid., 17, Monnt- -AVe., Worksop, £9,768. 

1 Mextord—74 houses at Slippery Green, for 
: *Direct Labour. 

a eimai houses at Newton estate, for 
T.C. H. A. Mackrill, C.S., Guildhall: *T 
Oliver, Spring-gdns., St, Paul’s, Worcester. 

Worksop.—30 houses at Raines Pk.-av., for 

.: *G. G. Middleton & Sons, Ltd., 32, Gate- 
ford-rd: 

Wycliffe.—Canteen and kitchen at R.C. school, 
Wycliffe, Yorks: *R. Blackett & Son, 63, Bond- 
gate, Darlington. 


PLYWOOD ano 
TIMBER 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR LICENCES. 
SPEEDY ATTENTION ASSURED. 


RUBBER FLOORING — IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY all plain and mottled colours. 


N. GERVER 


TIMBER AND PLYWOOD MERCHANT 
2-10 Mare Street, Hackney, E.8 
Telephone: AMH 1131/2 5805/7 
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(owe ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING <o. 


SMART'S LANE 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


HIRE 
CRADLES 


SALES 
| ERECTION 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS, 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. + CHAncery 7901-3 x 





aie 


















